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Minutes of the Meeting of Potterne Parish Council 
held at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 7 August 2019 in Potterne Village Hall. 

 
Present: Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA); Cllr Peter Balls (Chairman) (PB); Cllr John Chandler (Vice-Chairman) (JC); Cllr 
Richard Clark (RC); Cllr Carol Clifford (CC); Cllr Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG); Cllr Andrew Huntley (AH); Cllr John 
Mann (JM); Cllr Tony Molland (TM); Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP). 

 
Apologies: Cllr Chris Twiney (CT); Liz Starling (Clerk). 
Absent: Cllr Anna Cuthbert (Wiltshire Council) (AC). 
 
Due to Clerk’s absence, minutes taken by: Cllr John Mann 
 

41/19/20  Welcome and Apologies: 
The Chairman welcomed Councillors and received apologies, apologising himself for having 
been absent from the previous two meetings and thanking JC for running those meetings in 
his absence. 
 

42/19/20  Declaration of Members’ Interests: 
JC, NP and AH declared an interest in Item 10c (Youth Club Grant). NP declared an interest 
in Item 4 (19/07108/FUL. JM later declared an interest in Item 5 and took no part in 
discussions about the School Site. 
 

43/19/20  Minutes of meeting held on 3 July 2019: 
It was proposed by RC, seconded by JC, and agreed by all that the minutes of the previous 
meeting were an accurate record, and the minutes were duly signed. 
 

44/19/20  Matter Arising from Item 5 (Footpaths and Cycleways) of the previous minutes: 
The Chairman announced that Mr Leslie J. Turner, who did much for the village and was 
author of the pamphlet “Ten Walks around Potterne”, had sadly died; his funeral had taken 
place on 9 July. This increased the importance of the suggestion that “Ten Walks” should be 
reprinted, now in memoriam; perhaps “Ten Walks” could also be placed on the PC website 
and a commemorative walk organised. PA would investigate the possibilities in consultation 
with Mr Turner’s next-of-kin, believed to be his daughter. 
 

  Open Session: 
The Chairman declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an 
open session of 10 minutes for the public or councillors to place questions to the 
Council to be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing. 
 
(1) St Mary’s Close: JC observed that Aster had recommenced letting of the garages in St 
Mary’s Close. 
(2) Coxhill Lane Lighting: JM read out a letter he had received from a resident of Coxhill 
Lane, requesting street lighting near the junction with the A360. This followed a previous, 
similar request made in 2002 after which no action was taken. JM would pass the letter to the 
Clerk for discussion at a future meeting. 
(3) Unitary Councillor for Potterne, Bromham and Rowde: RC expressed his disquiet that, 
following Wiltshire Council’s decision to approve Planning Application 19/05158/FUL (56 
Blounts Court) in the face of clear and factual objections from Potterne PC, our Unitary 
Councillor, AC, did not appear to be requesting any explanation from Wiltshire Council’s 
planning department. In fact, AC, who had now been absent from parish council meetings for 
three consecutive months, did not appear to be showing any interest at all in any of the PC’s 
business. The Chairman said that it was exceptionally difficult to engage with County Hall 
without the assistance of a Unitary Councillor. Notwithstanding that AC had previously been 
suffering from an illness, we needed an effective Unitary Councillor and that was a problem 
for the leaders of the Unitary Council to sort out. The Chairman would write in strong terms to 
Philip Whitehead, Leader of the Unitary Council, requesting the services of a reliable Unitary 
Councillor.  
 
There were no further comments from the public therefore PB closed the Open Session 

  



 

Signed: ………………………………..…                                Date: ……………………..  
 

45/19/20  Action Table Update: 
(1) Assets of Community Value. The Chairman had been alerted that Mr George Day had 
been dismayed to discover from the Parish Magazine that that the PC had requested that 
George Day’s Field should be listed as an Asset of Community Value (ACV). Councillors 
pointed out that George Day’s Field – including both upper and lower fields – required 
protection: the Neighbourhood Plan highlighted it as an area unsuitable for building, it had 
been added to the original Conservation Area as an important backdrop to the centre of the 
village, and the best views of the village were from the south-western corner of the field. It was 
understood that property owners might not want their property to become an ACV, which is 
why the PC should make the necessary decision in the interests of the village without 
reference to the property owner. However, it was only courtesy that the property owner should 
be informed that their property had been earmarked as an ACV and not left to find out by a 
chance reading of the Parish Magazine; this procedure would most certainly be followed in 
future, and an apology would be made to George Day and any others similarly affected. 
(2) Sandfield House to Mt Pleasant footpath overgrowth. This was a potentially dangerous 
situation which started with a complaint in July 2018 and should have been resolved by 
Wiltshire Council. The Chairman reported that the Parish Steward plus team would clear it in 
September 2019, but clearly it was important that the Steward should not be tasked otherwise. 
(3) Winter preparation. AH and JC would use the PEAS form to order sufficient Winter 
supplies for the PC’s own use, but these were not to be used by residents on their own 
properties, which were their own responsibility. JM would suggest in the Parish Magazine that 
residents should consider preparing for Winter. 
(4) Appearance and Environment Action Report. The Chairman thanked AH, NP and JC 
for their work preparing this helpful report, and the Clerk for making thoughtful comments in 
preparation for this meeting. Various items on the list were discussed briefly, and AH agreed 
to update the report for the Clerk to take the required action. In particular: 

a. Ryleaze Estate & Playing Field.  
(i) Still overhanging branches by A360. WC to be requested to sort. 
(ii) Contractor to be reminded that new bins to be emptied. 
(iii) Beech Trees need investigation. 
(iv) Goal Posts – JC & AH will sort at no cost. 
(v)  Playing Field Fencing – trees to be removed, concrete posts to be 
removed and replaced with new. Review quotes and progress asap. 
(vi) Street Lights - Clerk requires specific data to work with. 
(vii) Coxhill Lane and A360 steps cleaning – we should start a list of routine, 
periodic jobs such as these to be carried out by Brian Wilkes. 
(viii) Anti-Social Behaviour concerns - Chairman will progress with High Sheriff 
and the Police and Crime Commissioner. 

b. Blounts Court & Park. 
AH/JC will arrange disposal of frame. 

c. Cemetery. 
(i) Although work has been carried out, trees and bushes are untidy. 
(ii) JC observed that the larger vehicles being used by Funeral Directors are 
unable to turn around in a dignified manner, and work may be required to 
provide a larger turning circle. JC would prepare a proposal. 

 

46/19/20  Parish Council Documents: 
The following documents circulated prior to the meeting were reviewed: 
(1) Social Media Policy. This policy should be amended to indicate that only the Clerk is 
permitted to post items to social media websites.  
It was agreed unanimously that this document be approved with the change indicated. 
(2) Communications Policy. It was agreed by all, with one abstention (JM), that this policy 
was superfluous and therefore would not be adopted. 
 

47/19/20  Devizes Area Board – Report from meeting held on 15th July; 
JC, who attended the Area Board with JM, reported that our Unitary Councillor AC was 
notably absent from the meeting. Another most unfortunate aspect of the meeting was that the 
acoustics of the Shambles and the quality of the sound equipment were so poor that it was 
difficult to hear what was going on. The only notable item was that there was a team carrying 
out tidying-up jobs on roads, footpaths etc, which might be useful to Potterne. 
 
 
 



 

Signed: ………………………………..…                                Date: ……………………..  
 

48/19/20  Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport: 
(1) Metrocounts. JM explained that historical Metrocount data provided by Wiltshire Council 
was unsuitable for supporting Community Speedwatch. JM would arrange a meeting with Mr 
Graham Watts (Community Speedwatch Group Leader) and the Chairman to specify the 
positions for new Metrocounts. It would be preferable if these Metrocounts could also be used 
in support of the proposed traffic calming measures. It is important that we progress with these 
Metrocounts without undue delay, as Graham Watts has been beset with delays since he first 
kindly volunteered to lead Community Speedwatch. 
(2) Whistley Road Drainage Problems. JM described two drainage problems – a culvert and 
a gully – which had been missed during the recent Whistley Road improvements. These had 
been reported to Wiltshire Highways engineers and the Clerk had been asked to find out how 
these matters were progressing. 
(3) Blounts Court Crossing. With reference to drawings, JM explained the importance of the 
Blounts Court Pedestrian Crossing, without which the village was effectively split in two, from 
a pedestrian’s point of view, at the 11 High Street pinch-point on the A360, where the road 
was too narrow to include a footpath on either side. Highways would not upgrade the crossing 
even to the minimum standard for an informal crossing until the sightlines for pedestrians on 
the George & Dragon side viewing traffic from the Salisbury direction, and vice versa, had 
been improved. As the road stands at present, such an improvement in sightlines would 
require the retaining wall and bank to be moved back, and Highways were concerned about 
the potential enormity of that task, its inestimable cost, and the responsibility for maintenance 
of the steep bank thereafter. While it had been suggested that the PC might like to carry out 
this work itself, JM warned against taking on a job from which Highways had shied away. 
At the CATG meeting, it had been suggested that the existing footpath (Chilsbury Lane) from 
the A360 to the Blounts Court Recreation Ground and thence to Blounts Court, if upgraded, 
might be used as an alternative route. However, that was not considered viable due to (a) the 
increased distance pedestrians would need to travel and the gradients they would need to 
traverse, and (b) security concerns for travel at night, especially along the portion crossing the 
Recreation Ground.  
JM therefore outlined an alternative plan which envisaged a mini-roundabout at the junction of 
Blounts Court with the A360, which Highways had already agreed was a sensible option and 
worth investigating. This had the advantage of improving pedestrian sightlines with minimal 
work to the retaining wall and bank, would also serve as a traffic calming measure for traffic 
approaching the crossing (and therefore the High Street) and traffic leaving the High Street 
and tending to speed up towards Salisbury, and furthermore would assist Blounts Court traffic 
in joining the A360 during busy periods. 
PA suggested that the road might be diverted to provide the required pedestrian sightlines but 
without the mini roundabout, and JM agreed to consider that, although he felt that would 
effectively produce a chicane which might introduce further dangers. JM asked councillors to 
give him details of any other ideas they might have and agreed to discuss these, together with 
the mini-roundabout suggestion, with Wiltshire Highways. It was imperative that a solution be 
found.  
 

49/19/20  Residential Development: 
(1) Planning Applications 19/06604/FUL (28 Blounts Court) and 19/07108/FUL (43 Court 
Hill) were considered and passed without comment. 
(2) The approval by Wiltshire Council of Planning Application 19/03692/FUL 
(Tanglewood, Blounts Court) was noted without further comment. 
(3) The approval by Wiltshire Council of Planning Application 19/05158/FUL (56 Blounts 
Court) was objected to by the PC. Such approval in the face of clear and factual opposition by 
the PC undermined localism and neighbourhood planning. AC should be asking case officer to 
explain why approval was granted but, for reasons already discussed, this was unlikely. The 
Chairman agreed to progress with Wiltshire Council. 
 

50/19/20  Community and Learning: 
(1) School Site. CC updated the PC on the recent meeting of the School Site steering 
committee. JC asked whether, if necessary, the PC could financially support the trustees. 
Chairman said that we had identified the school as an ACV and if support was required that 
would lead to the outcome that the PC desired, then that could be considered. Once Wiltshire 
Council had handed over the green space outside the school gates, and the strip of land 
inside, to the PC, the PC would have the ability to come up with a good solution. 



 

Signed: ………………………………..…                                Date: ……………………..  
 

(2) Access to Recreation Ground. The Council considered the three options suggested by 
the solicitor, and decided that Option 3 was preferred but the cost of that option should be 
assessed before continuing further. 
(3) Soldiers’ Walk. RHG reported that the trees were now fenced in, and he would provide 
cost  details so that there could be a proposal at the next PC meeting for the amount originally 
earmarked for fencing to be paid. A hole had recently been cut in the fence by persons 
unknown. The Chairman suggested that RHG should inform the police of the criminal damage, 
and asked JM to publicise it in the Parish Magazine article. The Chairman further suggested 
that RHG should place a sign showing where the public footpath is, and perhaps the PC could 
erect a sign describing the importance of the trees. 
 

51/19/20  Footpaths and Cycleways: 
Two volunteers had joined-in, making a working group of 3; Steve Sawyer and Linda 
Cavanagh were walking paths and reporting back to PA. Some clearance was also taking 
place. CC reported that oil had been dumped in the stream by the damaged footbridge at the 
bottom of the deer farm. PA would contact Paul Millard about these problems via ‘My 
Wiltshire,’ and would also ask Paul Millard about progress on the handrail on the steps from 
Duck Street to the Village Hall. 
 

52/19/20  Communications: 
JM expressed his concern that the Parish Magazine article for August had not been uploaded 
to the PC website nor to social media. 
 

53/19/20  Burial and Property Maintenance: 
An application for Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial was signed. 
 

54/19/20  Correspondence: 
There was no further correspondence for discussion. 
 

55/19/20  Finance: 
(1) Bank Account Signatory. It was proposed by RC, seconded by JM, and agreed 
unanimously that NP should become an additional signatory to the PC bank account. The 
relevant forms were signed. 
(2) SSE Direct Debit. It was proposed by CC, seconded by AH, and agreed unanimously that 
a direct debit should be set up to pay SSE for electricity for the bus shelter. 
(3) Payments. It was agreed by all that the following accounts should be paid, and money 
sufficient to pay those accounts should be transferred: 

Cheque 
no. 

Payable to Description Net VAT Gross 

1651 Potterne Village Hall Room Hire 3/7/19 18.00 0.00 18.00 

1652 Potterne Youth 
Centre 

Grant agreed at April PC 
meeting. 

500.00 0.00 500.00 

1653 Geosphere Ltd Parish Online mapping, 
16/7/2019 to 16/7/2020 

30.00 6.00 36.00 

1654 SLCC Enterprises Ltd Webinar: “Preparing to 
meet accessibility 
guidelines” 

30.00 6.00 36.00 

1655 Value Products Ltd Dog Fouling and Litter Bin 
signs 

53.10 10.62 63.72 

1655 Value Products Ltd Litter Bin signs (back-
order) 

11.40 2.28 13.68 

1657/ 
1658 

E M Starling/HMRC  
Administration costs 

545.11 0.00 545.11 

1659 Brian Wilks Painting and replacing wire 
netting on cemetery 
gates/fence  

490.00 0.00 490.00 

 Totals  1677.61 24.90 1702.51 

Inter-account transfer Date: 9 July 2019   2000.00 
 

  Items to be considered for agenda for next meeting 
Village Clear-Up on 18 Sep 2019. 
Payment to RHG for Soldiers’ Walk fencing at original estimate. 

  Date of Next meeting: Wednesday 4 September 2019, 7.30pm in Potterne Village Hall 
 


