
  

Signed: ………………………………..…                                Date: ……………………..  

Minutes of the Meeting of Potterne Parish Council held on Wednesday 4 December 2019 
in Potterne Village Hall at 7.30pm.            
 
Present: Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA); Cllr Peter Balls (PB); Cllr John Chandler (Vice-Chairman) (JC); 
Cllr Richard Clark (RC); Cllr Carol Clifford (CC); Cllr John Mann (JM); Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP); 
Cllr Chris Twiney (CT) 
Also present: Liz Starling (Clerk) 
                
Apologies: Cllr Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG); Cllr Andrew Huntley (AH); Cllr Tony Molland (TM) 
(via Cllr Mann) 
Absent: Cllr Anna Cuthbert (Wiltshire Council) (AC) 

 

84/19/20    Welcome and Apologies: The Chairman welcomed Councillors and received 
apologies. 
 

85/19/20  Declaration of Members’ Interests:  
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

86/19/20  Minutes of meeting held on 6 November 2019: Resolved: It was proposed by NP, 
seconded by PA and agreed by all that the minutes were an accurate record. The 
minutes were duly signed.  
  

  Open Session 
PB declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open 
session for 10 minutes so that the public could place questions to the Council to 
be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing. 
 

  
Nothing raised 
 

 There were no further comments from the public therefore PB closed the Open 
Session. 
 

87/19/20  Wiltshire Councillor’s report: 
AC not in attendance. 
 

88/19/20  Parish Council Action Table update:  
22/18/19, Item 6: Community Right to Bid nomination - Clerk has circulated nomination 
form to members but no feedback. To be resent. 
14/19/20, Item 2: Pavement from Blackberry Lane to Mount Pleasant – Clerk to chase. 
It was noted that there had been a landslide between BlackBerry Lane and Sandfield 
but unsure if it has been cleared. 
73/19/20, Item 3(d): Church Wall – not had chance to have a proper look but does not 
appear to be urgent. 
82/19/20, Item 2: Coach company - letter sent. PB to send copy to Clerk for records. 
82/19/20, Item 6: Footpath – not registered with Land Registry; appears to belong to 
Wiltshire Council. 
 

89/19/20  Neighbourhood Plan: 
It was reported that RH-G had completed the annual Wiltshire Council Housing 
Trajectory Survey forms for sites A3, A4 and A5. 
 

90/19/20  Reports from representatives:  

1. Devizes Area Board:  



  

Signed: ………………………………..…                                Date: ……………………..  

Last meeting was held Monday 18 November – minutes have been circulated. No 
attendance from Parish Council due to illness. 

 

2. Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport (including report from 
Community Area Transport Group (CATG): 
a) Minutes have been circulated from the CATG meeting held on 5 November. 
b) JM reported that he had been to look at the highways issue raised by the Court Hill 

resident. The pothole has been filled. The camber of the road was changed slightly 
when the road was resurfaced; this causes rainwater to flow down to his property. 
JM will report on MyWiltshire. 

c) Wiltshire Council have requested submissions for parking and waiting restrictions – 
it was agreed nothing more was needed at the moment. 

 

3. Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment: 
a) Ryeleaze Field – JC advised that young people have put in a bid to Potterne 
Charities for funding towards new goal posts. The Youth Centre Management will 
commit some funding to them but will be looking for the Parish Council to fund £250 in 
due course. 
c) Blounts Court Field – Quotes have been obtained for replacement boundary fencing 
along the Coxhill Lane side of the field and these were circulated to Councillors prior to 
the meeting. There was some discussion concerning the beech hedge that had been 
planted on the Parish Council side of the boundary fence which is assumed to belong to 
the property behind the hedge. Clerk to contact the occupier re meeting to discuss 
responsibility for maintaining hedge. 
The quotes were considered and it was agreed to proceed with Conservation 
Contractors, ensuring the fence goes to the footpath end of the beech hedge. 
Posts to be creosoted (not concrete), green square mesh. Total £3,050 plus VAT. 
Resolved: Proposed by JC, seconded by PA and agreed that the quote of £3,050 plus 
VAT from Conservation Contractors is accepted. 
Clerk asked members to consider whether the work should be carried out in the 
2019/2020 financial year or 2020/2021 as this had not been budgeted for. It was agreed 
that the fence is in very poor disrepair and non-existent in places leaving residents 
gardens exposed. 
Resolved: It was proposed by RC, seconded by PB and agreed that £3050 be moved 
from reserves to the Burial and Maintenance budget 2019/2020 for Blount Court 
Fencing. 
 

4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residential Development: 
a) The following applications were considered: 
 

19/11538/TCA  Box Cottage, 34 
Whistley Road, 
Potterne SN10 5QY 

6 x Cypress trees - 50% reduction 
Cherry tree - crown reduce 30% &  
raise crown to 3m; Bay tree - reduce  
40% 3 x Cypress trees – fell; Apple  
tree - fell 

No objections 

 
b) the following decisions were noted: 

19/09358/FUL The Grange, 40 
Whistley Road, 
Potterne, SN10 5QY 

Replacement porch to existing  
dwellinghouse and conversion of  
existing detached garage into a  
granny annexe 

Decision: Approve with conditions 

 



  

Signed: ………………………………..…                                Date: ……………………..  

5.  Community and Learning: 
a) CC gave an update on the Potterne School site. 
b) VE Day Celebrations 8 May 2019 – These will be Parish Council driven; Royal British 
Legion will be involved; to be a weekend of celebration. 
c) Consideration of further assets of community value for listing – this was not 
discussed. 
 

6. Footpaths and Cycleways: 
a) JM reported that he had footpath issue raised by the Court Hill resident concerning 
POTT66. There is an ancient wall alongside the field with trees overhanging for 
footpath. Unsure whether the trees on in the field or on the footpath. JM will report on 
MyWiltshire. 
b) The council considered the submission to the Air Quality and Traffic Management 
Group for the upgrade of footpath POTT47 which runs from the A360 (Montecello Farm) 
to DEVI70 (funded by Section 106 monies). It was felt that upgrading the path as far as 
DEVI17 should be sufficient as that was considered to be a suitable route into Devizes. 
Resolved: It was agreed that the submission for an upgrade be made. 
PA advised that he had received a phone call from the landowner who felt POTT140 
that goes from Whistley Road to Hartmoor should also be considered for an upgrade. 
The Parish Council did not consider this to be a man walking route to Devizes. 
Note from Clerk – POTT84 is the bridleway that goes from Whistley Road to Hartmoor; 
POTT140 is the footpath that abuts part of it. 
 

7. Communications: 
In response to the request for items for consideration for the Parish Magazine article, it 
was suggested that the main headings from council meetings be included. JM said he 
was not prepared to write an article based on the minutes as people could read these 
online or on the notice boards. It was stated that if an article is going out in the Parish 
Council’s name, it should be based on what was discussed in the meeting. The 
chairman asked the meeting to vote on the following: 
1. Clerk to write article, providing precis of meeting 
2. Article to remain as it is 
The vote was tied, and the chairman had the casting vote with the outcome being that 
the Clerk would take on writing the Parish Council article in the magazine based on a 
precis of the meeting. 
 

91/19/20  Correspondence: 
a) Letter received from Devizes and District Link requesting support from the Parish 
Council. It was agreed not to consider supporting them at this time. 
b) Clerk advised she had received an email from a Whistley Road resident with 
photographs of another large coach and of queue of traffic at peak time. Residents are 
organising a petition to send to Wiltshire council. It was suggested that photographs of 
the damage caused to residents’ verges would be helpful. 
 

92/19/20  Finance: 
a) The revised budget for 2020/2021 had been circulated prior to the meeting. As 
instructed at the last meeting, Clerk allocated £2,000 from reserves to the Project 
Development budget (leaving £500 to be raised from the Precept); proposed 
expenditure would remain the same at £28,050. This would give a precept figure of 
£25,824 (Band D property £43.34) which is a decrease of -0.87% on last year.  
Resolved: It was proposed by RC, seconded by CC and agreed that the proposed 
budget for 2020/2021 be accepted. 
Members saw no reason for delaying the agreement of the Precept amount to January 
the January meeting. 



  

Signed: ………………………………..…                                Date: ……………………..  

Resolved: It was proposed by NP, seconded by JC that a Precept request of £25,824 
be submitted to Wiltshire Council. 
b) Accounts to be paid and transfer of sufficient funds to pay accounts:  
Resolved: It was proposed by PA, seconded by NP and agreed by all that the following 
accounts be paid: 
 

 
Chq No. Payable to Net VAT Gross 

 Potterne Village Hall 18.00 0.00 18.00 

 HMRC/E M Starling 513.91 0.00 513.91 

 S J Aplin Playgrounds Ltd 4945.00 989.00 5934.00 

 S J Aplin Playgrounds Ltd 498.00 99.60 597.60 

 Grist Environmental 238.97 47.79 286.76 

- SSE (Direct debit 21/11/2019) 6.30 0.31 6.61 

 Total 6220.18 1136.70 7356.88 

Inter account transfer: 

Date: 25/11/2019 Amount: 1000.00 

 4/12/2019  6000.00 
 

   
Items to be considered for the agenda for the next meeting: 
VE Day 
Ryeleaze – MUGA, goal posts etc 
CATG – submission needs to be changed 
 

  Date of next meeting: Wednesday 8 January 2020, 7.30pm in Potterne Village Hall 

 


