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Minutes of the Meeting of Potterne Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 7 October at 7.00pm via Zoom 

 
Present: Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA); Cllr Peter Balls (Chairman) (PB); Cllr John Chandler (Vice-
Chairman) (JC); Cllr Richard Clark (RC); Cllr Carol Clifford (CC); Cllr Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG); 
Cllr Andrew Huntley (AH); Cllr John Mann (JM); Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP); Cllr Chris Twiney (CT); 
                    
Also present: Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk) 
 
Absent:  Cllr Tony Molland (TM) 
 

67/20/21  Welcome and Apologies: The Chairman welcomed Councillors.  There were no 
apologies. 
PB confirmed that he had contacted Cllr Tony Molland, who had missed in excess 
of six consecutive meetings, to ask his intentions going forward.  If PB did not 
receive an answer to his email contact he would visit TM in person.   

68/20/21  Declaration of Members’ Interests:  
CT declared an interest in Residential Development (Minute 78/20/21), 
20/07338/FUL 

69/20/21  Minutes of Meeting held on 2nd September 2020 :  
Resolved: PA Proposed, NP Seconded and all agreed that the minutes were an 
accurate record. 
The minutes will be signed at a later date due to Covid 19 restrictions. 

70/20/21 
 
 

 Action Tracker Update 
See separate spreadsheet 
36/20/21 – JM received a verbal quotation of £140 from a well recommended tree 
surgeon, Trevor Hale, to remove overhanging branches, and requested the 
authority of the Parish Council to proceed.   JM would supervise the work.   
Padlock and Cable have been purchased.  
37/20/21 – Clerk waiting for the Skip to be filled before confirming with Grist that 
the floor is to be replaced. 
38/20/21 – See Minute 78/20/21 below.  Decision made not to go ahead. 
40/20/21 – Signs for Soldiers Walk had been ordered (expected delivery 1st 
November).  
41/20/21 – Potterne registered with BT by JM.  JM (or RHG in his absence) would 
attend summit proposed by MP Danny Kruger. 
42/20/21 – Jubilee Cup and Alan Mead Trophy now presented. 
55/20/21 – Cllr John Mann was in communication with the company and would 
draft a letter for the Clerk to send to SG Manufacturing giving them until the end of 
October to ensure the SIDs were in working order or return the payment made by 
Potterne Parish Council in full. 
56/20/21 – Clerk confirmed with Brian Wilks that he would fix the six broken fence 
posts at the play area at Blounts Court Part (cost of £140) as soon as he was able.   
56/20/21 - Cllr Andrew Huntley had asked for a quote from William Warden for a 
metal fence with gate at Blounts Court, Clerk would follow this up with an email 
request. 
56/20/21 – Meeting with Wiltshire Council Highways Department had been 
successful. 
56/20/21 – JC was awaiting a date for a meeting with Paul Milliard, Wiltshire 
Council Footpaths, regarding the Village wooden gates. 
56/20/21 – Working Group to ascertain whether a new play area at Ryeleaze 
would be an asset to the Village still to be set up. 
59/20/21 – Japanese Knotweed.  Relevant villagers had been informed that it was 
growing on their land. 



  

Signed: ………………………………..…                                Date: ……………………..  

63/20/21 – Cllr Peter Balls to write to Police Commissioner to inform that ceasing 
the Police Parish Council Reports was not acceptable. 
65/20/21 – Recommendations in the Audit Report had been completed. 

  Open Session 
PB declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an 
open session for 10 minutes so that the public could place questions to the 
Council to be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing. 
JC asked the Parish Council if they would like him to go ahead and order a Wreath 
for Remembrance Sunday Service on behalf of the Parish Council at a cost of £20.  
The money would go to the Poppy Appeal.   
Resolved: PB Proposed, CC Seconded and all agreed. 
It was agreed that RHG would lay the Wreath on behalf of the Parish Council.  If it 
was not possible for a service to be held due to Covid-19 then RHG would lay the 
Wreath at a convenient time within the Armistice Period. 
JC confirmed that there would be no application for road closure order on 
Remembrance Sunday. 
JC had had contact from a Land Owner at Furze Hill Lane who had received a 
letter from Southern Housing Association stating that it was his responsibility to  
re-erect the gates at the flats on his land.  The Land Owner had responded, via a 
solicitor, to make the Southern Housing Association aware that it was their legal 
duty to make sure the gates were in a good state of repair and maintained. 
JC would pass the information to The Clerk who would follow this issue up. 
There were no further comments from the public therefore PB closed the 
Open Session. 

71/20/21 
 
 
 
 

 Jubilee Cup 
PB welcomed Dean House to the Meeting on behalf of the Parish Council 
confirming that he had presented the Cup earlier in the week.  PB explained that a 
large number of nominations had been received but that there had been a very 
strong feeling amongst the Village that Dean should take the cup due to the 
remarkable service he had given during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The Parish Council thanked Dean, a very worthy winner, for his work in the 
community, supporting the villagers of Potterne. 

72/20/21  Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport (Whole Council) 
JM would attend a Wiltshire Council meeting next week when the village gates 
would be discussed.  Safety in the High Street, at the crossing outside the George 
and Dragon Public House, would also be discussed.  Cllr Richard Gamble, 
Chairman of Wiltshire Council, would host the Meeting.   
PB questioned whether the clearing of the pavement approaching the Village from 
Devizes and the painting of the Zebra Crossing should be raised at this meeting. 
JM felt that this would not be the correct place to raise these additional issues but 
would email Cllr Richard Gamble separately to draw them to his attention.   

73/20/21  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. 
 

Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (JC/AH) 
Ryeleaze Playing Field boundary tree branches overhang, particularly the 
overhang coming from the WCC back running along the A360. 
AH confirmed that the branches, again, needed to be cut back as the fence was 
being dragged down and debris from the trees was landing on the A360 causing 
possible danger.  The area of concern was the bank from the Church up to the 
entrance of the shop.   
Clerk to write to Wiltshire Council asking them to attend to the work and explaining 
that, although the Parish Council had paid to have the area maintained over the 
last couple of years, this was not possible going forward.   
Lack of Potterne signs as enter Potterne from Devizes, also the one at 
Potterne Wick, both have been missing for about 2 years. 
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c. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d. 
 
 
 

JM would mention the missing signs in his email to Cllr Richard Gamble.  A 
contribution to the Devizes side sign would be offered from the Parish Council.    
 
Cemetery Boundary Fence, this needs to be made badger Proof after 3 more 
separate holes in the fence occurred this week.   Brian Wilks has yet again 
repaired the fence.  
AH was aware that there were three possible remedies.  The first was to fix steel 
bars to the existing fence, a metre long, attached to each railing.  Secondly, 
galvanised mesh could also be used but this would be more expensive.   A quote 
for both would be taken from Brian Wilks.   The third option would be to replace 
the fence for a badger proof variety.  This would be considerably more expensive 
and require 3 quotes for best value.  
JC felt that the first option was preferable and now a matter of urgency.  The 
problem would become much more difficult to remedy once the badgers were 
living in the field.  The areas with most need would be identified and the parts most 
vulnerable would be repaired as a first step.   It may be necessary, in the future to 
protect the whole boundary.   PA was concerned that the badgers would find a 
way round but agreed that the work was necessary.  AH would speak to Brian 
Wilks for a price and all agreed he should return to the Parish Council, via email, 
for authority to go ahead with the work. 
 
Fencing work at Blounts Court by William Warden Contractors.   Has this 
been completed satisfactorily? 
AH:  Agreed that the work had been completed satisfactorily and the invoice 
should now be settled with William Warden Contractors. 

74/20/21  Community and Learning (NP, CC) 
No comment. 

75/20/21  Commercial Development (CT) 
No comment. 

76/20/21  Footpaths and Cycleways (PA, JM) 
JM had now received, from Linda Kavanagh, full details of all Potterne footpaths 
and updated versions of all walks in Leslie Turner’s “Ten Walks Around Potterne”.  
The footpaths will be placed on an online interactive map so that problems can 
easily be identified.  The walks will be made up into a new booklet by JM. 
 
PB pointed out that past the school, on the left hand side, the ivy and brambles 
were nearly touching the path (opposite the Church Steps).   AH would mention 
this to the resident on whose land the greenery was growing. 

77/20/21  Communications (JM. KV, TM) 
Broadband Contract 
JM had registered Potterne with BT.  JM was aware that our MP, Danny Kruger,  
was now looking into this as a Wiltshire wide initiative with a possible grant 
available from Wiltshire Council and JM would attend the planned summit.  RHB 
voiced concerns that the areas that suffered with bad service tended to be remote 
and were unlikely to be provided with cables.   CC pointed out that the houses 
situated along the A360 also had issues with internet service. 
 
Zoom Meetings 
Clerk to purchase an annual subscription to Zoom Meetings.   
 

78/20/21  
a. 
 
 

Residential Development:  
Tony Langridge Consulting Letter regarding the development of Ryeleaze 
Field. 
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b. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RHG had examined the Neighbourhood Plan and was aware that the Parish 
Council development for the Ryeleaze Field included a Community Centre, a 
MUGA, a children’s playground and four houses.    
It was agreed that RHG would circulate a draft letter to Councillors in response to 
Tony Langridge Consulting confirming that until there was clarity on plans for the 
car park area The Parish Council were unable to clarify the timetable for bringing 
forward development proposals on the site. 
 
Land at Blackberry Lane.  Wansboroughs awaiting contact regarding 
Template Lease. 
RC had looked at the Template Lease which did not show a term.  RC pointed out 
that the area can only be used for car parking if this was ancillary to a main use.  
There was also a break clause in the Lease stating that if Wiltshire Council wanted 
to sell or develop the land then they could give the Parish Council 6 months’ 
notice.    
It was agreed that the Land at Blackberry Lane would not be taken up by the 
Parish Council. 
RC would provide the Clerk with wording to respond to Wiltshire Council. 

20/07424/FUL Rear Barn, Land at 
Devizes Road, Potterne, 
Devizes SN10 5LN 

Conversion and change 
of use from former 
storage building to single 
dwelling. 
 

 
 

Objection:  Outside settlement boundary.   Use of agricultural land for 
residential purposes.  Building would be in scenic gap between Potterne 

and Devizes.  Would cause an increase of traffic on a narrow country 
road. 

 

20/07338/FUL Whistley Canine Country 
Club, Five Lanes, 
Potterne, Devizes, 
Wiltshire SN10 5TE 

New detached kennel 
block accommodating 7 
kennel suites and office 

 

Approved  

20/07900/TCA 2 Ewarts Croft, Whistley 
Road, Potterne, Devizes, 
Wiltshire SN10 5NE 

Walnut (T1) – Fell to 
abate a nuisance 

 

Approved on the condition is that it is replaced by something more 
suitable 

eg: a native tree which will not grow to such heights. 

 

20/08439/TCA 24 High Street, Potterne, 
Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 
5NA 

Work to Trees in a Cons 
Area – Fell 3 Pine Trees 

 

Approved  

20/08441/TCA 23 High Street, Potterne, 
Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 
5NA 

Work to Trees in a Cons 
Area – Remove branch 
overhanding field from 
Lime Tree 

 

Approved  
 

79/20/21  Correspondence 
None. 

80/20/21  Burial & Property Maintenance 
Application for Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial will be signed at the first 
opportunity.  The Grant will be signed at a later date due to Covid 19 restrictions. 
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81/20/21  Audit Report (to be approved) 
Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) conducted by PFK Littlejohn 
LLP for year ended 31st March 2020 was approved.  The Clerk can now prepare 
the Notice of Conclusion of Audit to be published by 30th November 2020 
Resolved: CT Proposed, NP Seconded and all agreed. 

82/20/21  Bank Signatories 
Approval was agreed for current Bank Signatories 
Lloyds Bank, Full access and authorities, two signatories needed on all transactions 
Currently: Peter Balls (Chairman), Nesta Pudney, Robert Hunt-Grubbe and  
Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk) 
No changes to be made 
Resolved: RC Proposed, JM Seconded and all agreed. 
National Savings: Full access and authorities, two signatories needed on all 
transactions 
Currently: Peter Balls (Chairman), Robert Hunt-Grubbe, Tony Molland and Liz 
Starling 
Changes required – Tony Molland and Liz Starling to be removed.   

                             Nesta Pudney and Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk to be added). 
Resolved: AH Proposed, CT Seconded and all agreed..    

83/20/21  
a. 
 
 
b. 
 
 
c. 

Finance: 
The Clerk would contact the sub-committee of CT/JC/PB/NP/AH to arrange a date 
for consideration of the 2021/2022 Budget. 
 
The Clerk made the Councillors aware that a Discretionary Covid-19 Grant of 
£3,500 had been received from Wiltshire Council. 
 
Accounts to be paid and transfer of sufficient funds to pay accounts:   
Resolved:  RC Proposed, JC Seconded and all agreed that the following 
accounts be paid. 

   
Payable to       Net     VAT        

Gross 

HMRC/K Van Den 
Bergh 

Administration 
Costs 

552.20 0.00 552.50 

 Brian Wilks Odd jobs in 
village 

100.00  0.00  100.00  

Conservation 
Contractors Limited 

New post and 
rail fence at 
Playing Field 

2500.00 500.00 3000.00 

 
Cllr John Mann 

Combination 
Lock (x2) and 
Shackle Padlock 

22.46 4.50 26.96 

SSE  Electricity to Bus 
Shelter 

6.16 0.30 6.46 

Total  3180.82 504.80 3685.92 

Inter account transfer: 

Date:    09.10.2020 Amount: 1000.00 

 

84/20/21  Items to be considered for the Agenda at the Next Meeting 
 
CC questioned the lack of contact from our Wiltshire Councillor, Anna Cuthbert.   
PB would write to Philip Whitehead to ask why the Parish Council was not being 
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supported in the Village.  PB took the opportunity to thank Cllr Richard Gamble for 
his work. 
 
Date of next meeting: Wednesday, 4th November 2020, 7.00pm via Zoom 

  The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm 

 


