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Minutes of the Meeting of Potterne Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 2nd December at 7.00pm via Zoom 

 
Present: Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA); Cllr Peter Balls (Chairman) (PB); Cllr John Chandler (Vice-
Chairman) (JC); Cllr Richard Clark (RC); Cllr Carol Clifford (CC); Cllr Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG); 
Cllr Andrew Huntley (AH); Cllr John Mann (JM); Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP); Cllr Chris Twiney (CT); 
                    
Also present: Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk);  
 
Absent:   Cllr Tony Molland (TM);  
 

99/20/21  Welcome and Apologies: The Chairman welcomed Councillors and received 
apologies. 

99/20/21  Declaration of Members’ Interests:  
JC - Residential Development - Lower Park Farm: Premises Licence Application 

100/20/21  Minutes of Meeting held on 4th November 2020 :  
Resolved  JM Proposed, PA Seconded and all agreed that the Minutes were an 
accurate record. 
The minutes will be signed at a later date due to Covid 19 restrictions. 

101/20/21 
 
 

 Action Tracker Update 
36/20/21 Graham Watts declined the request for volunteers to take responsibility for 
checking that the SIDs were in working order. 
40/20/21 The signs for Soldier’s Walk have been erected by JC/AH.  
56/20/21 Clerk has received two quotes for installation of a metal fence at Blounts 
Court for consideration. 
72/20/21 The locations for the Village Gates requested by the Parish Council have 
been agreed, in principle, by CATG.  PB suggested that a good site for the Village 
Gates would be on the footpath by the 30mph sign on Whistley Road. JM would 
discuss locations with the Highways Officer at his meeting on 3/12/2020.  The 
Whistley Road site was likely to be unsuitable due to narrow verges.  JM would report 
back at the next meeting.  It was agreed that a “Please Drive Carefully” sign should 
be erected next to the Village Gates. 
73/20/21 The issue of tree branches overhanging the A360 had now been referred to 
Wiltshire Council who confirmed that it was an issue for the landowner. 
77/20/21 No response had been received from Danny Kruger, MP, in relation to the 
Parish Council’s request to be involved in the Wiltshire Wide initiative for improved 
internet connection. 
90/20/21a Clerk had contacted the Environmental Agency regarding a possible Water 
Course at Cox Hill Lane.  Clerk would arrange a meeting between the Parish 
Council/Environmental Agency/Wiltshire Council and landowner to consider the best 
way forward. 
90/20/21b Maintenance work in Blounts Court Playground to be completed by Brian 
Wilks. 
93/20/21 PA to approach landowner to ask if he would finance replacing the stiles for 
gates on his land. 
94/20/21 JM has received sign-ups from 35 parishoners interested in the BT 
Broadband village-wide contract.  Advertisements have been circulated via the Parish 
Magazine, Potterne123.uk Website and Facebook.  Further information, via leaflets, 
would be sent out over the coming weeks.  It was important that residents in outlying 
areas signed up.  JM had received correspondence offering advice and support from 
a resident who is responsible for an internet company and would follow this up if 
appropriate.      
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  Open Session 
PB declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open 
session for 10 minutes so that the public could place questions to the Council 
to be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing. 
Remembrance Events - Due to Covid-19, the Civic Ceremony and Church Service 
were held online.   RHG thanked JM for the video of the event (available: 
https://potterne123.uk/organisations/potterne-rbl/remembrance2020/). 
There were no further comments from the public therefore PB closed the Open 
Session. 

102/20/21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2021/2022 Budget (Whole Council) 
a. Approve the 2021-2022 Budget and Precept (Paper 1) 

The Finance Sub-Committee met and came to the decision that the Precept should 
not be raised in 2021-2022.  The sum held in the Parish Council reserves, which had 
increased by almost £15,000 in the last 12 months, was sufficient to deal with any 
unforeseen emergencies. 
Consideration to a capital spend project included badger fencing at the cemetery, 
fencing at Blounts Court playground, defibrillator maintenance, Village Gates and 
cemetery expansion (we may need to regain control of some of the cemetery which is 
currently rented out).  Wiltshire Council had give advice that  £3,000 should be put 
aside for election administration. The Sub-Committee considered this excessive and 
did not include this in their figures.     
JM had considered the budgets of other Parish Councils and noted that the Precept 
for Potterne was very low in comparison.  JM asked councillors to consider whether, 
in future years, the Precept should be raised to improve the infrastructure of the 
village.  There were a number of bigger projects to be considered, ie refurbishment of 
the current Zebra Crossing together with an additional crossing at the George and 
Dragon, which would need a large amount of funding.   It was important to have aims 
for village improvement.  PB agreed, referring to The Neighbourhood Plan which set 
out the hopes and wishes of the parishioners.   It was important, however, to spend 
the money held from previous years before raising the Precept.   
The Budget was unanimously agreed and the Precept would remain unchanged from 
last year.   

b. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)(Paper 2) 
It was noted that £7,797.12 was received in October 2020.  An additional £571.79 
was carried over from last year.  CIL must be used within 5 years of receipt. 

103/20/21  Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport (Whole Council) 
a.  Speed Indicator Devices 

PB asked all present for a volunteer to support JM in this area. Interested Councillors 
to contact PB following the meeting. 
The SIDs were working well. Continuing Maintenance is needed.   An advert will be 
placed in the Parish Magazine asking for volunteers.  The volunteers will need to 
change the batteries, which current means using steps.  JM would ascertain whether 
the battery pack could be moved down so that steps were not required.   

b.    Pothole on Whistley Road 
JM would speak the Highways Officer at his meeting on 3.12.2020 regarding the 
pothole issue in Whistley Road, from which four cars had been damaged today, at the 
request of PB. 

104/20/21  Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (JC.AH) 
a.  Quote from Mark Goddard & Sons for Ground Maintenance 2021/2022 

for approval (Paper 3) 
AH Proposed, RC Seconded and all agreed quote, which had not increased from the 
previous year. 
An additional quote for the strimming of Soldier’s Walk had been requested. 
 

https://potterne123.uk/organisations/potterne-rbl/remembrance2020/
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b. Potterne Water Course, flood prevention, Cox Hill Lane 
The issue with the drainage on Cox Hill Lane continued.  AH was aware that the tree 
on the bank was now perched up against the tree of a resident’s garden, who was 
concerned about his garden wall.  Wiltshire Council (Richard Dobson) and the 
Environment Agency had been contacted.  Both considered this an issue for the 
landowner.   KV to contact all three parties to arrange a meeting.   AH/JC to represent 
the Parish Council at the meeting. 

c. Blounts Court Playground – Fencing Quotes 
Two quotes had been received, a third had been sought but the company had 
declined.  First quote approx: £7,700; second quote approx: £13,000.  PB Prior to 
committing to such an expensive outlay it should be considered whether a playground 
at Ryeleaze was needed as the maintenance of two playgrounds would be very 
difficult to sustain.  JC felt that it was important to canvas residents regarding the way 
forward on this via the Parish Magazine.  It was decided, in the short term, to repair 
the wooden fence.   All agreed.  

d. Proposal for Long Term Maintenance of Soldier’s Walk 
PB It was important that the Parish Council pledged its’ support to the landowner 
regarding the long term maintenance of this area.  The Parish Council must be be 
prepared to ensure it is useable as a public footpath.  All agreed. 
A list of clauses would be put together, for agreement at the next meeting, setting out 
the responsibilities of both The Parish Council and the landowner.   

e. Blounts Court Park, ownership of boundary fence between No 56 and 
the park.  Is a Lease on the accessway required? 

Clerk to contact solicitors to get a quote to put together a Letter of 
Understanding/Lease to formalise the legal position with regards to the accessway.  

f. Work required in Blounts Court Play Area following inspection 
Maintenance work required, following the Report, was all considered at low risk.  
Brian Wilks would complete the necessary work.   AH would produce a document, 
updated six monthly, as a record of ongoing maintenance checks of the playpark.  

g. Defibrillator at Youth Centre – renewal options (Paper 4) 
The maintenance contract for the defibrillator at the Youth Centre was due to expire 
in February 2021.   SWAST would no longer be responsible for the maintenance and 
had offered the machine to the Parish Council for no charge.   The commitment from 
the Parish Council would be to pay for any maintenance needed.   All agreed that the 
Parish Council would take this responsibility.   

105/20/21  Community and Learning (NP.CC) 
PB   A meeting of the Potterne School Site Steering Group is due to be held on 
3.12.2020.   CC is unable to attend.   John Starling, who will be attending the 
meeting, has agreed to report back to CC to allow her to feedback at the next Parish 
Council Meeting. 

106/20/21  Commercial Development (CT) 
Nothing to report. 

107/20/21  
 

Footpaths and Cycleways (PA, JM) 
a. Stile to Bridle Gates 

PA had been approached by residents to replace stiles for bridle gates on a popular 
village walk.  PA had contacted the landowners who had agreed that this work could 
be done on their land.  PA would return to ask if they would consider financing the 
work required.  If this request was declined, consideration would be given to using the 
Parish Council funds for the materials, with volunteers doing the work.  PA would 
return to the next meeting with a note of costs of materials.   

b. Cycleway – Devizes to Potterne 
Cllr Richard Gamble was working on a study to consider whether it was viable to put 
in place a cycleway from Potterne to Devizes.   KV: to find out whether, if a cycleway 
was put in place, this would affect the payment of school transport. 
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c. A360 Footpath  
The footpath from Devizes had been improved from the Devizes end, but the work 
had stopped short of Potterne.   This had been registered with Wiltshire Council.   
This is not a job which could be done by volunteers as traffic control is required on 
the A360.   

d.  Parish Steward  
The clearing of leaves on the footpath of the road leading to Blounts Court was due to 
be completed last week.   This was not completed as the tools the Parish Steward 
was due to use were borrowed by workmen clearing the A360 footpath to Devizes.   
Sadly, a resident slipped and fell resulting in a hospital visit.  An additional visit from 
the Parish Steward is due to take place on 4/12/2020 to deal with this issue. 

108/20/21  Communications (JM. KV, TM) 
a.  Meeting calendar dates for 2021-2022 (Paper 5) 

Dates agreed. 

109/20/21  
a. 
 
b. 
 
 
 
 

Residential Development: 
RC Clerk to contact Jenny Rowe to ascertain whether we have Leasehold on 
Blackberry Lane site. 

20/09721/FUL 50 
Highlands, 
Potterne 

Proposed alterations to window and door  
openings. The application of cladding to  
the front elevation and the erection of  
small terrace and steps down to the front  
garden. 
 

No Objection 

20/09673/PNCOU Agricultural 
Building to 
the West of 
A360 
Devizes Rd 

Application under Class Q to determine if prior  
approval is required for a proposed change  
of use and conversion of an agricultural  
building to a residential dwelling. 

Objection 
Potterne Parish Council recommends refusal of this change of use to residential  
for the following reasons: 
Location - The development is contrary to the Potterne Neighbourhood Plan.  
A major priority is to ensure that a green corridor remains between the settlement 
boundaries of Potterne and Devizes.  This property lies at the edge of this strategic  
gap, and falls outside the settlement boundary.  
Sustainability - In Potterne ANY additional housing above that considered in the 
Neighbourhood Plan strains the critically inadequate facilities of this already large 
village.  Inadequate parking, a village hall too small even for the existing population  
and the need to bus children to school elsewhere are the most critical. 
Curtilage Criterion - According to the ‘proposed site plan’ submitted the curtilage  
would plainly be greater than the footprint of the building as it would include  
the whole area of land between the barn and the A360. Accordingly the application  
would contravene the requirements of GDPO 2015.  

 

20/09872/FUL 12 Silver 
Street, 
Potterne 

Proposed single storey side extension 

No Objection. 
The proposed works constitute an improvement and will not be visible from 

the road.   
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WK202023621 Lower Park 
Farm, 
Whistley 
Road, 
Potterne 

Premises Licence Application 

Objection 
It was noted that this was an application for a continuous (ie permanent) licence.  
The Council also noted that according to advertisements already published about 
 the first proposed event under such licence (“Devizes Scooter Rally 2021 - 30th  
July-1st  
August”) the following activities were planned: 

- “live bands + DJs over the weekend”, with 7 live Bands and 5 DJs  
confirmed so far 
- “Fully licensed Rally Bar - cheap prices Guaranteed” plus a rum bar  
and a gin bar 
- “Family Friendly Event with fun and games for the younger ones” 
- “Camper Vans & caravans need to book in advance”  
- “Ride out Saturday 31 July @ 1pm” 
  
After discussion the Council [unanimously] opposed this Application on the 
following grounds (not necessarily listed in order of priority):- 
1. Public Safety: Irrespective of any efforts by the organisers to the  
2. contrary, many of the attendees (especially those travelling from the  
3. South) will access the event via the Potterne end of Whistley Road –  
4. indeed they would have a legal entitlement to do so. Whistley Road is  
5. a notoriously narrow road, the scene of accidents and frequent 

blockages, and camper vans and caravans simply would not get through. 
Apart from the obvious danger and inconvenience to the residents  

6. and their property and to pedestrians and other road users there would 
7.  be a major risk that access for emergency vehicles would be blocked.  
The proposed site is low-lying and therefore dependent on fine weather.  
It was felt that any significant rainfall would make the site muddy, and the 
resultant hold-ups in traffic accessing and exiting the site would cause yet  
further disruption in Whistley Road.  
At the last Rally, held nearby in Rowde in 2018, about 200 scooters from 
 all over the country were reported to have taken part, but next year’s 
 event is expected to be much bigger: the safety of the traffic implications  
for Whistley Road and surrounding area was of great concern to the Council, 
particularly given the planned Ride Out on the Saturday.  
Prevention of public nuisance: as mentioned, the proposed site is on  
low-lying land at the edge of Potterne village and within only a few hundred yards 
of the dense housing of Caen Hill, Devizes. Any noise will travel over an 
extremely wide area, and will affect a large number of people in what  
would otherwise be a peaceful part of rural Wiltshire. The licence will  
allow live music to be performed for six hours (6pm until midnight) on  
the Friday and for ten hours (2pm until midnight) on the Saturday, and  
recorded music to be played for four hours (7pm till 11pm) on the Thursday, 
twelve hours (noon until midnight) on each of the Friday and Saturday 
 and eight hours (noon till 8pm) on the Sunday - a permanent permissible 
 total of up to 16 hours live music and 36 hours recorded music for one long 
weekend every year.  
Whilst the organisers of the 2021 event may argue that the permission 
 they have requested is far wider than what they will actually use, this  
application is for a continuous licence enabling the organisers of subsequent 
events to make maximum use of the full scope of the licence.  The Council  
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felt that any loud music, but particularly for such periods of time, would  
constitute a serious and sustained disturbance and public nuisance to 
 many people over a wide area.  
It was also felt that the addition traffic and possible number of attendees  
would of themselves constitute a public nuisance.  
Prevention of crime and disorder: according to the Application it is  
proposed to sell alcohol for 6 hours on the Thursday (7pm-midnight),  
13 hours (noon-1am) on each of the Friday and Saturday and 4 hours 
 (noon-8pm). As mentioned above there will be 3 bars, and doubtless 
 attendees will bring their own alcohol. The Council was very concerned  
at the potential for crime and/or disorder resulting from events of this type 
 in what is normally a quiet and law-abiding area - particularly given such 
availability of alcohol (“Cheap prices guaranteed”).  
Protection of children from harm: because it is being advertised as a 
 “Family Friendly Event” with children obviously welcome and encouraged, 
 the Council was concerned that children, both those attending the event  
and also those living/staying locally, will be exposed to the risks mentioned 
above.   
The Council were unanimous in their view that the proposed site 
 is wholly inappropriate for any event other than small village-fete type 
 events.  

20/09209/FUL 56 Blounts 
Court, 
Potterne 

Demolition of conservatory and replacement  
with single storey rear extension, new pitched 
 roof to existing kitchen. 

 

No Objection.  This improvement to the property is recommended. 

   

110/2/21  Correspondence 
a.  Email received from a resident regarding the traffic speed limit on West 

End Road  
JC and JM had both spoken with the resident and felt that she was rightly concerned 
with the traffic speeds on the West End Road.  It was not currently an option to apply 
to decrease the speed limited in this area.  JC had noted that the “Caution Horses” 
sign had disappeared from West End Road which would help to slow traffic.  Clerk to 
contact Wiltshire Council to arrange for the sign to be reinstated.    

b. Email from resident asking for a Horse Chestnut Tree to be planted on 
Blackberry Lane Green 

PA had visited the area and there was currently just a stump from a removed Horse 
Chestnut Tree.  PA Advised that this could be replaced with a young, smaller tree.  
PA was a little concerned of overhead cables, but if the correct tree was chosen, 
possibly a Maple, producing beautiful autumn foliage, this would not be an issue.  PA 
felt that it would not be necessary to remove the stump, simply to plant next to it.  KV 
would email the resident to confirm that it was acceptable to forward her email 
address to PA for further consultation. 

c.   Correspondence from Chairman to Philip Whitehead 
PB had received a reply confirming that PW was happy for the Parish Council to 
contact Richard Gamble for any concerns and that PW would also be happy for 
contact, as appropriate.   

d.  Correspondence from Chairman to Police Commissioner. 
PB had received a response and would pass to KV to circulate to Parish Councillors.  

111/20/21 a. 
 

Accounts to be paid and transfer of sufficient funds to pay accounts:   Resolved: NP 
Proposed, RC Seconded and all agreed that the following accounts be paid: 

  Payable to  Net VAT Gross 

Karon Van Den Bergh Administration 
Costs 

552.50  552.50 
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Karon Van Den Bergh Mileage July-Nov 
2020 

45.90  45.90 

Viking Printer Cartridge 21.68 4.34 26.02 

RoSPA Play Safety Annual Inspection 
Blounts Court Play 
Area 

68.50 13.70 82.20 

Mark Goddard Grounds Contract 1070.00 214.00 1284.00 

Grist Environmental Emptying and 
Replacement of 
Floor of Cemetery 
Skip  

540.92 108.18 649.10 

Wiltshire Association 
of Local Councils 

Remote Training - 
Clerk 

60.00 12.00 72.00 

SSE Electricity 6.30 .31 6.61 

  2365.80 352.53 2718.33 

Inter account transfer: 

Date:  03/12/2020   Amount: 3000.00 
 

112/20/21  Items to be considered for the Agenda at the Next Meeting 
Soldier’s Walk maintenance clauses between Parish Council and Landowner. 
 
Date of next meeting: Wednesday, 6th January 2021, 7.00pm via Zoom 

  The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm 

 


