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Minutes of the Meeting of Potterne Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 3rd March 2021 via Zoom 

 
Present: Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA); Cllr Peter Balls (Chairman) (PB); Cllr John Chandler (Vice-
Chairman) (JC); Cllr Richard Clark (RC); Cllr Carol Clifford (CC); Cllr Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG); 
Cllr Andrew Huntley (AH); Cllr John Mann (JM); Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP); Cllr Chris Twiney (CT); 
                    
Also present: Margaret Ward (MW); Tamara Raey (TR); Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk);  
 
Apologies:  None 
 
Absent:   Cllr Tony Molland (TM);  
 

141/20/21  Welcome and Apologies: The Chairman welcomed Councillors.  There were no 
apologies. 

142/20/21  Declaration of Members’ Interests:  
JM – 147/20/21b Update from School Sub-Committee 

143/20/21  Minutes of Meeting held on 3rd February 2021:  
Resolved  RHG Proposed, NP Seconded and all agreed that the Minutes were an 
accurate record. 
The minutes will be signed at a later date due to Covid 19 restrictions. 

144/20/21 
 
 

 Action Tracker Update 
94/20/21 – JM confirmed that only 67 residents had signed up as having an interest in 
a village broadband contract with BT.  JM would send the data to BT and meet with 
the residents but felt that it was unlikely that BT would be interested in going ahead 
with such a small amount of interest.  
116/20/21 – List of priority stiles.  It was important for villagers to be aware that the 
Parish Council were not intending to replace the stiles but merely to draw up a list of 
stiles to ascertain whether footpaths were accessible to all.   
117/21/21c – JM would write a proposal, initially for approval by the Parish Council, 
approaching residents for views on traffic calming.    
121/21/21a – PB thanked JM, on behalf of the Parish Council, for the excellent work 
he had carried out bringing the flooding issue at Cox Hill Lane to the attention of 
Wiltshire Council. 
121/20/21d – Salt Bin now relocated to Village Shop.     

  Open Session 
PB declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open 
session for 10 minutes so that the public could place questions to the Council 
to be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing. 
MG – Informed of her concerns that a complex consultation was currently underway 
regarding local plans for Wiltshire.  Opportunity to comment and question were not 
easily attainable so Wiltshire Climate Alliance are looking at this and intend to publish 
guidance for individuals and councils so that a good response can be given regarding 
any plans for the future.  PB – Thanked MG for the information.   
TR:  Informed that the Devizes Gateway Project (Railway Station) was progressing 
and a business case will be submitted in the next month.   Those interested in 
learning more can be fully updated at The Devizes Area Board Meeting on 15th 
March.  All welcome to attend.   
There were no further comments from the public therefore PB closed the Open 
Session. 

145/20/21  
a. 
 
 

Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport (Whole Council) 
Village Gates 
JM confirmed that installation is due within the next 3-4 weeks.  
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b. 
 
 
c. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
e. 

CATG Meeting 
JM was aware that a new budget had been set and advised that bids should be 
applied for as early as possible.   
Speed Indicator Devices - Volunteer 
JM had now appointed a volunteer, Derek Hudson, to change the SID batteries, who 
was doing an excellent job.   JM would approach the manufacturers to provide 
batteries at eye level which would mean that the use of step ladders would no longer 
be required.  The battery boxes were lockable and made of steel and were unlikely to 
be tampered with.  Parish Council agreed to expenditure of no more than 
£150(+VAT) for the work to change the battery level.  Any higher expenditure should 
be referred back to the Parish Council for agreement. 
Traffic Calming 
JM had looked into the installation of 30mph signs having understood that this was 
unlikely to be allowed as Potterne had road lighting.  On further investigation, JM had 
ascertained that there was a possibility that the road lighting was not up to 
specification and may be classed as “footway lighting”.   JM measured the height of 
each luminaire above the roadway and the distances between each light.   The 
results showed that the village, did, in fact, have a system of roadway lighting and, 
therefore, cannot install 30mph repeaters.  JM would forward his study to Wiltshire 
Council. 
Cox Hill Lane 
JM confirmed that he had worked with a resident of Cox Hill Lane who had provided 
text, video and photographs as a study into the flooding issue.   This information was 
available on the Potterne123 website.  Richard Dobson, Highways Maintenance, 
Wiltshire Council, had made a request to Wiltshire Council that this area was now 
designated a Priority Drainage Site, but no information had been received with 
confirmation of dates for the work to be done.  JM voiced concerns of Wiltshire 
Council’s ability to provide effective roads maintenance in this area and for lack of 
response to previous requests for work at the A360 zebra crossing, two locations in 
Whistley Road and at the Court Hill Road/A360 junction.  PB would contact Cllr 
Richard Gamble in these matters.   
RHB raised an additional issue of a resident who had drainage problems under his 
house.  PB suggested that the resident contact MyWilts to make a direct formal 
complaint.  PA was aware of another drainage problem at Saddleback Lane, blocked 
drains and spring water running down the road. PA would ask the resident to report 
direct to MyWilts.   

146/20/21  
 
a. 
 
 
 
 
b. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (JC.AH) 
Accessway between 56 Blounts Court and Blounts Court Park 
PB had met with the residents of 56 Blounts Court who were happy to grant the 
Parish Council with an easement over the current access route across their land.   
The easement must be only for maintenance and reasonable Parish Council use, 
rather than for general vehicle access.   KV would arrange for a solicitor to legally 
draw up a perpetual easement. 
Defibrillators 
The ownership of the defibrillator at the Youth Centre was now the responsibility of 
the Parish Council.  Replacement pads were needed.  KV to ascertain what liability 
levels came with responsibility for a defibrillator.   It was also important for a system 
to be put in place to ensure that the machine was kept in good working order.  Once 
this information was available the Parish Council would consider whether or not to 
keep the defibrillator or to arrange for a new supported machine as a replacement.  In 
the meatime, AH/JC would arrange for a note to be put on the defibrillator explaining 
to the public that it was not currently supported.   
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147/20/21  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c. 

Community and Learning (NP/CC) 
Update from Cemetery Sub-Committee  
Sub-Committee made up of CC/AH/NP 
The Sub-Committee had met and ascertained that there was approximately 2-3 years 
of spaces left in the current cemetery totalling approximately 48 coffin spaces. 
CC had spoken to Peter Kent who had offered to guide the Sub-Committee through 
the process.   As a first step, Mr Kent had forwarded an Ordanance Survey Map to 
Wiltshire Council as it was possible that the site was an area of archeological interest.  
The Sub-Committee would meet with Mr Kent next week to discuss further. 
Update from School Sub-Committee 
Sub-Committee made up of CC/NP/AH 
CC confirmed that the Charity Commission were yet to make a decision on the future 
of the School Site.  Andrew Martin, Estate Agent, Strakers, had given a vague idea of 
the sale price which, with covenant restrictions, was likely to be in the region of 
£70,000.  However, Wiltshire Council has agreed that, if the Charity Commission vote 
in favour of the site being sold, then restrictions will be lifted giving an approximate 
sale price of £150,000.   John Starling had advised that it would take 2-3 months for 
the legal aspects to go through culminating in an approximate wait of 8-9 months for 
a decision to be finalised.   
PB thought that it was important to consider what the school should become. CC was 
aware, having had discussions with the Trustees, that the project was too big for 
them to take on.  There was currently someone occupying the site to keep it safe and 
the Carer’s Nest was using the playround for their walkthrough, keeping an eye on 
the area. 
School Governor 
NP informed that she had taken on the role of School Governor at Five Lanes School.    
NP would keep the Parish Council up to date with regular updates of school progress.   

148/20/21  Commercial Development (CT) 
None 

149/20/21  
a. 

Footpaths and Cycleways (PA, JM) 
Tree to be planted at Blackberry Lane 
Aster have confirmed that a site visit is required before a tree can be planted. 
A site visit is not possible until after lockdown.  

150/20/21  
 

Communications (JM. KV, TM) 
Broadband update with Action Tracker points above. 

151/20/21  Parish Council Elections in May (All) 
PB asked all present if they would confirm their intentions as to whether they would 
be standing for re-election in May so that it was possible to know if additional 
councillors would be needed to fill seats. 
PB/NP/RC/RHG/PA/CC/AH would seek re-election. 
JM/JC/TM would be standing down. 
KV to send Councillors list of important election dates. 
Potential candidates requiring information to contact PB/KV. 

152/20/21  Insurance (KV) 
The Parish Council insurance is due to enter the third year of a three-year contract.  
Annual policy due to be received from 1st April.   No increase in premium. 
Annual renewal documents would be forwarded to Councillors once received from the 
insurance company for agreement at the next meeting 

153/20/21  Fixed Asset Register (KV) 
Resolved JM Proposed,  NP Seconded and all agreed that the Fixed Asset Register 
was correct and that the SIDs were an appropriate addition. 
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154/20/21  Internal Audit Engagement Letter 
Resolved JC Proposed, AH Seconded and all agreed that the IAC Audit & 
Consultancy are approved as internal auditors and a 3 year contract with a 5% 
discount be taken for 2020/2021. 

155/20/21  
a. 
 
 
 
 
b. 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 
Date to be set before 1st June 2021 
Councillors agreed that a Zoom Parish Meeting would not be desirable.  PB 
questioned whether it was a statutory requirement to hold an Annual Parish Meeting 
and, if so, whether the date could be delayed.  KV would find out and report back. 
CC requested a Wednesday/Thursday evening date if the meeting had to go ahead. 
Jubilee Cup and Alan Mead Memorial 
NP would approach the Good Neighbours Team to find out if they were aware of an 
outstanding young person in the village.   If not, the Cup and Award would be rolled 
over until March 2022. 

156/20/21  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residential Development: 
To consider the following six applications: 

21/01483/TCA The Old Vicarage, 4 Rookes 
Lane, SN10 5NF 

T1 Beech – reduce and  
remove sleected secondary  
branches to raise canopy. 
G2 – Leylandii –  
Neighbour’s tree on boundary.  Prune back 
removing growth on growth  
on east side of the group to 
 minimize branch failure onto  
their property 

No Objection 

157/2/21  Correspondence 

158/20/21 a. 
 
 
 

Finance 
Accounts to be paid and transfer of sufficient funds to pay accounts:   
Resolved RC Proposed, CC Seconded and all agreed that the following accounts be 
paid: 

  Payable to  Net VAT Gross 

Karon Van Den Bergh Administration Costs 552.50  552.50 

Mark Goddard & Sons 
Landscaping 

2020-2021 (based 
on quote £996.00 
remains yet to be 
billed for this 
financial year) 

865.00 173.00 1038.00 

SSE Electricity 6.30 .31 6.61 

  1423.80 173.31 1597.11 

Inter account transfer: 

Date:  04/03/2021   Amount: 1000.00 
 

159/20/21  
 

Items to be considered for the Agenda at the Next Meeting 
Annual General Meeting  
Report from Cemetery Sub-Committee 
Report from School Sub-Committee 
 
Date of next meeting: Wednesday, 7th April 2021, 7.00pm via Zoom 
 
NOTE:  Due to Parish Council Elections the date of the May Meeting will be held       
               on 12th May 2021 at 7.00pm  

  The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00pm 

 


