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Minutes of the Meeting of Potterne Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 7th April  via Zoom 

 
Present: Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA); Cllr Peter Balls (Chairman) (PB); Cllr John Chandler (Vice-
Chairman) (JC); Cllr Richard Clark (RC); Cllr Carol Clifford (CC); Cllr Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG); 
Cllr Andrew Huntley (AH); Cllr John Mann (JM); Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP); Cllr Chris Twiney (CT); 
                    
Also present: Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk); Tamara Raey (TR); Margaret Ward (MW) 
 
Apologies:  None 
 
Absent:   Cllr Tony Molland (TM);  
 

1/21/22  Welcome and Apologies: The Chairman welcomed Councillors.  There were no 
apologies. 

2/21/22  Declaration of Members’ Interests:  
CC: 7/21/22 Community and Learning  
Update from Cemetery Sub-Committee 

3/21/22  Minutes of Meeting held on 3rd March 2021:  
A small amendment was raised by RHG under 145/20/21.  All agreed. 
Resolved JM Proposed, RC Seconded and all agreed that the Minutes were an 
accurate record. 
The minutes will be signed at a later date due to Covid 19 restrictions. 

4/21/22 
 
 

 Action Tracker Update 
116/20/21  List of local stiles.   PA had received an extensive list from Linda Kavaganah, 
Villager, which was extremely helpful.  PA would go through the list and circulate it to 
Councillors prior to the next meeting. 
145/20/21 (c.) Speed Indicator Devices.  JM reported that the Southern SID was 
currently working intermittently.  The supplier had confirmed that they would refit the 
two battery packs at chest height at no charge.    
155/20/21(b) Jubliee Cup Winner. NP had not yet received a response to her request 
for possible candidates from The Good Neighbours Team.   PB asked Councillors to 
email KV if they had any thoughts on nominations for the Alan Mead Trophy.   

  Open Session 
PB declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open 
session for 10 minutes so that the public could place questions to the Council 
to be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing. 
There were no further comments from the public therefore PB closed the Open 
Session. 

5/21/22  Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport (Whole Council) 
Village Gates 
JM confirmed that two sets of village gates were now in position.  The third, at 
Whistley Road, would follow.  KV to contact the Gardening Club to ask if they would 
take responsibility for landscaping, with financial support from the Parish Council.   
Painting of Pedestrian Crossing 
PB Wiltshire Council have confirmed that the painting of the pedestrian crossing 
would be completed before end May 2021. 
Cox Hill Drainage 
PB Wiltshire Council had confirmed that the Drainage Team would investigate and 
schedule repairs.  No timeframe given. 
Whistley Road Pothole 
PB Wiltshire Council have confirmed that a new gully was being considered and a 
resolution would be put in place within 6 weeks. 
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Pavement Clearance 
PB Wiltshire Council have arranged for a mini-digger to attend and clear the 
remaining section of the path. 
Potterne Wick Drainage 
Wiltshire Council confirmed that the gullies along Potterne Wick and Saddleback 
Lane have been investigated, the gully tanker was scheduled to attend and clear. 

6/21/22  
 
a. 
 
 
b. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (JC/AH) 
Accessway between 56 Blounts Court and Blounts Court Park (RC) 
RC/PB agreed that the draft Easement provided by Goughs Solicitors was in order.   
KV to forward it to the residents of 56 Blounts Court for their agreement.  PB would 
be happy to visit the residents if they have any further questions. 
Defibrillators 
KV was awaiting a written response from the insurance broker in respect of the 
Parish Council’s liability should any issues arise from use of the Youth Club 
defibrillator, which was not supported by the South Western Ambulance Service NHS 
Foundation Trust.    Until confirmation had been received, the notice confirming that 
this defibrillator was out of action should remain in place.   NP asked KV to make it 
clear, in the next Parish Magazine Article, that the defibrillators on the High Street 
and outside the Village Hall remain in good working order and continue to be 
supported. 

7/21/22  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community and Learning (NP/CC) 
Update from Cemetery Sub-Committee (Papers 1&2) 
Sub-Committee made up of CC/AH/NP 
PB reported that a councillor had felt that it was inappropriate for CC to be part of the 
Cemetery Sub-Committee as she was currently renting the field (which may form part 
of the cemetery extension).   PB felt that CC had the best reason for ensuring a good 
condition was maintained in the Cemetery as her home was adjacent.  PB was, 
therefore, comfortable for CC to remain on the Working Group which reports back to 
the Parish Council before any decisions are made.  RC pointed out that, even if the 
Sub-Committee did have authority, they would be unable to vote, agreeing with PB.  
A vote was held, majority agreed that CC should continue.   Once a new Council was 
formed in May, Councillors would be invited to join this Sub-Committee.   
CC confirmed that the Sub-Committee had met and felt that work was required in the 
Cemetery which was currently very untidy and unloved.   The skip was rusty, ugly and 
not in keeping with the area.  CC suggesting changing the skip for a double-sized bin, 
either to purchase or rent from Grist Environmental Ltd for compositable waste only.   
Grounds maintenance was also an issue, paths were mossy, trees required attention 
and vegetation needed cutting back.   Consideration was needed as to whether the 
contract for Grounds maintenance should be increased.  It was evident that the 
Cemetery Shelter was being used as a drinking den.  Discussion must be had on 
whether the gates should be locked at night. .  AH felt that the police should be 
alerted and asked to attend more frequently. Peter Kent, Villager, had taken the first 
step towards the drawing up of extension plans, speaking to various bodies at the 
Council in the first instance.   There was currently no charge for his work and three 
quotations would be taken prior to the instruction of a paid architect   PB suggested 
that the item be placed on the Agenda for June, when the new Council had been 
appointed.     
AH informed that a Sink Hole (5ftx5ftwide x 7ft deep) had appeared behind the bench 
and under the gate.   KV had reported this to Wiltshire Council, as a matter of 
urgency, immediately upon discovery.   Wiltshire Council had attended but no report 
had been received.   KV had not been able to contact anyone at Wiltshire Council to 
understand what plans had been made to repair the ground.   
Update from School Sub-Committee 
Sub-Committee made up of CC/NP/AH 
 CC:  No update.    
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8/21/22  Commercial Development (CT) 
None 

9/21/22  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Footpaths and Cycleways (PA, JM) 
Replacement of Stiles for Kissing Gates at Blounts Court Farm 
One of the two kissing gates due to be installed at Blounts Court Farm were now in 
place.   The owners had halted work on the second gate because of anti-social 
behaviour on their land.  The Countryside Code was not being followed by walkers.  
Dogs were being let loose in fields, fouling the land and walkers were not keeping to 
the footpaths.   Sadly, on more than one occasion a criminal act had been 
discovered, with wires cut between fields, resulting in concern from the landowners 
for the safety and welfare of their animals.  It was imperative to spread the message 
that walkers must stay on the Rights of Way despite the fact they may be muddy.   
KV to add the recently updated Countryside Code to the website and Facebook page 
so that Parishioners could familiarise themselves with the detail.  The Parish Council 
came together with a plea to residents, that without the support of the landowners, 
their initiative to try to improve the walking areas in the village could not go ahead and 
urged that all do their best to follow the code and look after the land.  

10/21/22  
 

Communications (JM. KV, TM) 
Internet Scam 
JM Reported on a possible internet issue – Nextdoor.   This was an advertising 
platform and residents should be cautious and read the small print before passing 
personal information on.  JM would forward KV a suitable notice to include in the 
Parish Council’s report within the Parish Magazine.    
Broadband 
RHG had become aware of fibre optic cable being installed from Lavington to Cadley 
Farm and would pass the details of the contact to JM.  JM felt that this was probably 
part of the Openreach Community Partnership.  JM had attended the Broadband 
Summit, but was unsure of how effective it would be.  Danny Kruger, MP, had given 
information regarding the new grants which would be put in place.  JM had reported 
to the meeting that that Openreach should be approached again.   JM asked 
Councillors to continue to spread the word regarding broadband possibilities to 
villagers and ask them to add their names to the Potterne.123 Website as 60+ people 
was not enough for a priority broadband site.   

11/21/22  Parish Council Elections in May (All) 
PB  Three current Councillors would be standing down from the Parish Council and, it 
was hoped that, at least three new candidates would apply to become Councillors.  

12/21/22  Insurance (KV) 
Insurance renewal letter, schedule and certificate had been circulated with the 
Agenda Papers 3,4&5.   All agreed to go ahead with the second year of a three year 
contract.    Resolved: NP Proposed, JM Seconded  

13/21/22  Parish Council Meetings 
The current regulations were that the Parish Council Meetings were to return to the 
Village Hall from May 2021.   NP would forward a Village Hall risk assessment to KV.  
PB/NP/KV to meet on Zoom to discuss the return.   

14/21/22  
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 
The regulations dictated that there was currently a statutory requirement to hold an 
Annual Parish Meeting.  The Potterne Annual Parish Meeting would be held, by 
Zoom, on 5th May at 7.00pm.  KV to invite organisations to join the meeting and 
provide an update.   NP to ask Sarah Leckie, Church Administrator, to provide an 
update on the Good Neighbours Team.  Councillors to give a short presentation on 
improvements and changes in their areas of responsibility.  

  Correspondence 
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An email had been received from Rev Renee Coulson thanking the Parish Council for 
their work in installing a kissing gate, making access to footpaths easier during her 
daily walk. 

15/21/22  
a. 
 
 

Residential Development: 
To consider the following single application: 

21/01500/PNCOU Agricultural Building to the 
West of A360 Devizes Road, 
Potterne, SN10 5LW 

Application under Class Q to  
Determine if prior approval is  
required for a proposed  
change of use and  
consversion of an agricultural  
building to a residential dwelling.  

Objection 
Potterne Parish Council unanimously OBJECTS to this Application on the following 
grounds (the expression ‘Class Q’ being a reference to Class Q in Schedule 2, Part 3 
of The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) 
Order 2015):- 
1. The proposed development would result in a single building that comprises 
approximately one third residential use at the front and two thirds agricultural use 
immediately behind, and therefore would not comply with the Class Q ‘practicality and 
desirability’ condition in Q2(1)(e). It also will overlook the adjoining property (The 
Willows) to which it would be very close, and we fail to see how, being a mixed-use 
building, the proposed development could be described as ‘desirable’.  
2. We also question how such a building could possibly meet the Class Q ‘design and 
external appearance’ condition in Q2(1)(f). 
3.  We do not accept that access to and from the A360 is safe - according to the 
Planning Statement the proposed dwelling will provide 2 parking spaces, and there 
will of course be additional traffic for services, deliveries and guests. The resultant 
increase in vehicular movements (as compared to those currently associated with an 
agricultural barn) would in our view pose a danger to highway safety, particularly 
given the speed and volume of traffic on the A360. In our view it would fail to meet the 
Class Q ‘transport and highways impacts’ condition in Q2(1)(a). 
4. The principal objective in the Potterne NDP is to ‘maintain the distinctive character 
of the village by ensuring that there remain green corridors between the settlement 
boundary of Potterne, Devizes and other nearby villages’; this objective was included 
because, in response to the pre-NDP questionnaire, 82% said it was ‘most important’ 
or ‘very important’ that such corridors should be maintained. The proposed 
development is outside the settlement boundary and encroaches on the precious 
green corridor between the village and Devizes, and so would not comply with the 
NDP. We are also very concerned that if this Application were approved then similar 
applications would be made in respect of other barns within such green corridor.  
5. It appears that the totality of works required to secure a residential use would 
amount to a major rebuilding that would fall outside the scope of a conversion.  
 (NOTE:  Unanimous approve agreed by The Potterne Parish Council by email 
March 2021) 

16/21/22 a. 
 
 
 

Finance 
Accounts to be paid and transfer of sufficient funds to pay accounts:   
Resolved RC Proposed, CC Seconded and all agreed that the following accounts be 
paid: 

  Payable to       Net     VAT        Gross 

Karon Van Den Bergh Administration Costs 552.50  552.50 

Karon Van Den Bergh Expense – Krystal 
Hosting Ltd – Domain 
Website Renewal 21-
22 

11.99 2.40 14.39 
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Water2Business Annual Water Bill for 
Cemetery 

25.19  25.19 

Brian Wilks Erection of Kissing 
Gate at Blounts Court 

80.00  80.00 

James Hallam Ltd Council Guard Annual 
Insurance Premium 

270.00 29.40 299.40 

Wiltshire Association of 
Local Councils (WALC) 

Annual Subscription 
21/22 

526.86 105.37 632.23 

SSE Electricity 6.30 .31 6.61 

  1472.84 137.48 1610.32 

Inter account transfer: 

Date:  08/04/2021   Amount: 1000.0001000.00 

17/21/22  
 

Cemetery Fees Received 
£350.00 – Burial Ayliffe – Grant No 45 
£450.00 – Burial Stevens – Grant No 44 
Applications for Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial to be signed at first opportunity 
 
Date of next meeting: 12/19th May 2021 (Dependent on (12) above).  
 
Next Agenda 
Election of Chairman 
Election of Vice Chairman 
 
PB took a few minutes to thank three Parish Councillors on behalf of the Parish 
Council who would not be standing for re-election in May 2021. 
Cllr John Chandler, Vice Chairman 
Over the years, John’s opinion had been sought often and was hugely valued.  John 
knew a great number of people in the village and was always available with care and 
help. PB was sure that this support would continue in the other areas John was 
responsible for and linked to.  PB had been sad when he had been made aware that 
it was John’s intention to stand down and sought assurance that advice could still be 
asked. John’s honest view, which was always offered, was very much appreciated.  
The Potterne Parish Council would be much poorer without John as Vice-Chairman.  
Cllr Andy Huntley 
PB had hoped that Andy would not step down from the Parish Council.  The work, 
contacts, networking and kindess he provided was second to none.  The jobs he 
completed around the village often went unnoticed and were not always appreciated 
as they should be.  Andy took everything in his stride and, it seemed, knew every inch 
of the village.  PB had worries about how Andy could be replaced in the new Parish 
Council, as having someone who so willingly steps in to roll his sleeves up and help 
would be difficult to find.   Andy is easily “the biggest grafter” on the Parish Council 
and there will be a massive hole felt by his departure.   
Cllr John Mann 
John was the Councillor who had served the least time on Potterne Parish Council 
but the amount he had achieved during that time had been no mean feat.  John will 
continue to be busy helping and supporting the parishioners and, no doubt, 
contributing to village life.   John has a tenacity to see a job through which made him 
a valuable member of the team.   His work with the SIDs, Village Gates and 
Communication have been much appreciated by villagers.  The Parish Council will be 
sad to see him go. 
 
The leaving councillors thanked PB for his words. 
JM will continue with the unfinished projects he had started, including the footpath 
map and ensure that the results were forwarded to the Parish Council. 



  

Signed: ………………………………..…                                Date: ……………………..  

RHG seconded PB’s words, the three outgoing Councillors would continue to leave 
their mark on the village and it was hoped that the Parish Council could rely on their 
advice when needed.    

  The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm 

 


