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Minutes of the Meeting of Potterne Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 4th August 2021 

in Potterne Village Hall 
 

Present: Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA); Cllr Peter Balls (Chairman) (PB); Cllr Simon Church (SC); Cllr 
Richard Clark (RC); Cllr Carol Clifford (CC); Cllr Kerry Coleman (KC); Cllr Dean House (DH); Cllr 
Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG); Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP); Cllr Rebecca Rudd (RR);  
 
Apologies:  Cllr Chris Twiney (CT) 
                    
Also present: Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk); Tamara Reay, Conservative Member for Devizes 
Rural West Division (TR);  

 

74/21/22  Acceptance of Office 
Cllrs Coleman, House and Rudd completed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
witnessed by the Clerk. 
Councillors introduced themselves to the newly co-opted Councillors. 

75/21/22  Welcome and Apologies  
The Chairman welcomed Councillors and received apologies. 

76/21/22  Declaration of Members’ Interests  
None. 

77/21/22  Minutes of Meeting held on 7th July 2021:  
Resolved:  RC Proposed, PA Seconded and all agreed that the Minutes were an 
accurate record. 

78/21/22  Wiltshire Councillor’s Report – Tamara Reay, Devizes Rural West. 
TR urged all present to complete the survey issued by Wiltshire Council in relation to the 
Bus Service Improvement Plan.   KV would send Councillors a copy of the Survey to 
complete 
TR confirmed that a tanker had attended the drains at Cox Hill Lane during the previous 
week.   It was important to, initially, deal with the immediate issues, allowing the water to 
flow freely through the drains which were currently blocked and then to consider the  
long term solution.  Going forward it was important to improve the cleaning and 
maintenance regime and consider solutions to dealing with the large amount of water 
which was coming from the land.  PB confirmed that the team working on the flooding 
during the previous week had hit a hit a major blockage under the high street which 
Malcolm Beaven, Area Manager Highways North, had not been aware of.  SC had 
spoken to the working crew who had permission to work on the drains as far as Cox Hill 
Lane, but no further.   The team had used jets as far as a very old manhole, which would 
not move.   Boulders of compacted mud had been discovered and more work was 
required to clear the area.   RR had been trying to clear the water at Court Hill and felt 
that there was no point in performing emergency drainage without a proper schedule to 
unblock the drains.  SC felt that a yearly schedule was needed, with the pressurising of 
the central manhole.   PB had recently met with Richard Dobson, Area Highways 
Engineer, who had confirmed that the Potterne Parish Council could email the Drains 
Team direct, as needed.  Clerk to email the Drainage Team to arrange for regular visits.  
The Parish Steward had been tasked to work one day per month, checking culverts and 
unblocking the gullies.  SC pointed out that traffic control will be required while the work 
unblocking the drain under the A360 was carried out.  PB had questioned whether the 
drain under the A360 was broken and voiced concerns that unblocking the flooding 
would move the water further down the road.  The Potterne drains had been listed one 
of Wiltshire’s top five sights for urgent need.   Clerk would speak to Wiltshire Council for 
a note of the Emergency Drainage Team contact number and publicise this in the Parish 
Magazine and on the Website so that residents where able to contact someone, in an 
emergency, out of office hours.  TR/SC would take this forward with Wiltshire Council.  
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KV would ensure that regular requests to the Drainage Team were made, going forward, 
in an effort to diary clearing visits.    
 

79/21/22 
 
 

 Action Tracker Update 

65/21/22 

KV to email three candidates 
applying to be co-opted as 
Councillors to invite them to take 
a position 

KV Completed 

67/21/22 
KV to supply NP with a deadline 
for Salt Bin Audit 

KV Completed 

69/21/22 

PA to meet with Aster regarding 
the planting of a tree at 
Blackberry Lane to discuss 
progress 

PA Completed 

71/21/22 
Councillors to email PB with 
village priorites for Tamara Reay 
asap 

Councillors Completed 

 

  Open Session 
PB declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open 
session for 10 minutes so that the public could place questions to the Council to 
be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing. 
A member of the public pointed out that one of the Oak Trees at Soldier’s Walk was in 
need of attention and, possibly replacing.   RHG (who had originally donated the Oaks at 
Soldier’s Walk) confirmed that he would take a look and replace if necessary.     
There were no further comments from the public therefore PB closed the Open 
Session. 

80/21/22  
. 
 
 
 

Areas of Responsibility 
DH to support PA with clearing footpaths and gathering volunteers for maintenance 
work.   Also to join NP on Leisure facilities, Appearance & Environment. 
KC to join CC on Community and Learning. 
RR to concentrate on Grant Applications (starting with an Area Board Grant) 
CT would support SC on Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport (once PB 
speaks to CT to confirm this) 
CT would hopefully attend CATG Meetings (bi-monthly) 
RR would attend Devizes Area Board Meeting (quarterly) 
    The Next meeting will be held on 6th September  
    
Representative needed for the Charities Committee. 
Resolved: RC Proposed, PB Seconded and all agreed that NP would become the 
Potterne Parish Council representative on the Charities Committee 
 
Formal Representative required from Parish Council for Potterne Youth Centre. 
Formal Representative required from Parish Council for Potterne Youth Club. 
Further discussion would be had at the next meeting when Steve Dewar, Youth Club, 
would be present.   

81/21/22  
a. 
 
b. 
 
 
c 

Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport (SC/CT) 
Flooding of Cox Hill Lane 
See Wiltshire Councillor’s Report 
Easement 56 Blounts Court  
PB to visit residents to discuss the easement and the ‘No Parking Sign’ which had been 
requested. 
Speed Indicator Devices – Height of Battery (safety)  
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Concern had been received from a resident that the batteries on the North SID were two 
low and a potential hazard to young children.   The battery packs had been lowered to 
make them more accessible for recharging.  Wiltshire Council were consulted and 
confirmed that the batteries must be sited a minimum of 2.4metres from street level.   
SC to speak to John Mann and to liaise with the company who had originally fitted the 
SIDs to ask if the batteries could be raised.   
PB going forward it was important to review whether the SIDs were correctly sited.   

82/21/22  
 

Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (NP/DH)  
NP had received a message from a resident informing that the bin at Blounts Court had 
been up-ended.   Brian Wilks was tasked to fix the bin and did so for no charge. 
PB asked Councillors if employing a handyman on a regular basis should be considered.   
The work would focus on routine jobs to improve the village.   This would be discussed 
further at the October Meeting. 

83/21/22  Community and Learning (CC/NP/KC) 
School Sub- Committee 
CC had attended a meeting on 22nd July.   The School belonged to the Church and was 
currently listed as an asset of Community Value.   It was likely that the school would be 
sold, although the legal work required to pass the transfer to the trustees dictated that 
the sale was not imminent.  The Parish Council would have 8 months to raise the market 
price for the site, prior to the general sale, if the decision was made to purchase the 
property. 
Cemetery Sub-Committee, 
NP/CC had two priorities.  Firstly, the shelter should be demolished.   Secondly, the skip 
should be replaced with a flip-lid bin from Grist Environmental, which would be emptied 
on a regular basis.  A gazebo/pergola would be erected where the skip currently sits as 
a quiet area of contemplation.  The cemetery looked neglected and needed 
maintenance. 
KV to forward Ground Maintenance quote to CC to consider if the level of the current 
contract needed to be increased.   
CC was also looking into the possibility of a cemetery extension and would initially seek 
surveys of the land in question.  
Cemetery Access 
DH had questioned access to the Cemetery for pushchairs and disabled people.  NP felt 
that the current gate needed replacing with a straight gate with a latch and no padlock.  
All agreed.   KV would seek a quote for this gate from Brian Wilks.  CC would seek a 
quote for the alterations to the shelter and together with KV look into the skip options.  

84/21/22  
a. 
 
 
 
b. 

Footpaths & Cycleways (PA/DH) 
Volunteers 
PA had arranged for a group of five volunteers to start work on the maintenance needed 
on clearing footpaths, stiles and gates.   A Whatsapp Group had been set up for people 
interested in volunteering.  Oil cans purchased. 
Tree at Blackberry Lane 
PA had met with Aster who had agreed to the planting and financing of a tree at 
Blackberry Lane.  A Rowan tree was ruled out due to potential poison.  PA would 
consider which tree would be suitable.  

85/21/22  Residential Development (RHG/RC): 

PL/2021/05019 
Comments by 
12.08.2021 

19 Silver Street, Potterne 
SN10 5NH 

Two storey extension to provide  
kitchen, boot room and bedroom 

No Objection 
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86/21/22  
a. 
 
b. 
c. 
d. 

Correspondence 
Steve Dewar – Potterne Parish Council contribution to Youth Work  

      (Mr Dewar has been invited to the September Meeting). 
Dave Mangham – Request to move the SID batteries due to health & safety concerns 
Philip Kirkpatrick – Damage to his boundary wall outside Browleaze Cemetery. 
Various residents of Coxhill Lane – Flooding.   

87/21/22  
a. 

Finance 
Accounts to be paid and agreed transfer of sufficient funds to pay accounts  
Resolved:  NP Proposed,   PA seconded and all agreed that the following accounts be 
paid: 
 

Payable to       Net     VAT        Gross 

Karon Van Den Bergh Administration Costs 552.50  552.50 

Parish Online Annual Access to Parish 
Online Website 

35.00 7.00 42.00 

Village Hall Hire 07/07/2021 18.00  18.00 

Institute of Cemetery 
and Crematorium 
Management 

Attendance at ICCM on-
line training course 
(Karon) 

185.00 37.00 222.00 
 
 

South Westerne 
Ambulance Service 

Contract for Defibrilator at 
Youth Club until Aug 22 

250.00 50.00 300.00 

SSE Electricity 6.30 .31 6.61 

  1046.80 94.31 1141.11 

Inter account transfer: 

Date:  05.08.2021   Amount: 500.00 

88/21/22  Burial Fees Received 
AP McDonald Funeral Directors - Grimmer – £300 
AP McDonald Funeral Directors – Trotman - £300 
Exclusive Right of Burial Certificates were signed by NP/PB/KV for Fiona Ivison (No 47)  
and Diana Grimmer (No 48) 

88/21/22 a. 
 
b. 

Items to be considered for the Agenda for the next Meeting. 
Steve Dewar, Youth Centre, Invited to attend September meeting. 
Reminder - Youth Centre Open Evening 
23rd August – all invited.  

  Date of next meeting: 1st September 2021, 7.30-9.00pm, Village Hall, Potterne   

  The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm 

 


