
  

Signed: ………………………………..…                                Date: ……………………..  

Minutes of the Meeting of Potterne Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 6th October 2021 

in Potterne Village Hall 
 

Present: Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA); Cllr Simon Church (SC); Cllr Carol Clifford (CC); Cllr Dean House (DH); 
Cllr Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG); Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP) (Chairman); Cllr Rebecca Rudd (RR);  
 
Apologies:  Cllr Peter Balls (Chairman) (PB); Cllr Kerry Coleman (KC); Cllr Richard Clark (RC); Cllr 
Chris Twiney (CT) 
                    
Also present: Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk); Tamara Reay, Conservative Member for Devizes Rural 
West Division (TR); Steve Dewar (Wiltshire Youth for Christ) 
 

105/21/22  Welcome and Apologies  
The Chairman welcomed Councillors and received apologies. 

106/21/22  Declaration of Members’ Interests  
None. 

107/21/22  Minutes of Meeting held on 1st September 2021:  
Resolved:    RR Proposed, PA Seconded and all agreed that the Minutes were an 
accurate record. 

108/21/22 
 
 

 Action Tracker Update 
69/21/22 PB/KC to meet and look at the map of Potterne to ascertain positioning of the 
stiles which are most in need of replacement.   To discuss at November Meeting. 
78/21/22 KV to contact the Drains Team to arrange for the Drain Van to attend Cox Hill 
Lane urgently and, going forward, on a regular basis.  KV Next Site Visit confirmed as  
w/c 29th November 2021 
78/21/22 SC to work with Tamara Reay to look at long term solutions for Cox Hill Lane 
Flooding.  To discuss at November Meeting. 
Open Session  RHG to consider whether the Oak at Soldier's Walk needs to be replaced. 
RHG monitoring tree and will replace if necessary.   
93/21/22 RR to attend the Devizes Area Board - September Mtg.  Completed. 
94/21/22 NP to ask Youth Club Treasurer to put together a formal request for funding.   
96/21/22 NP to ask Brian Wilks for a quote to paint the railings and the lower steps of 
Ryeleaze Steps a bright colour so that they can be seen from the road.    Completed. 
96/21/22 PB would arrange for the War Memorial to be cleaned. November Meeting. 
97/21/22 NP would ask Brian Wilks for a quote for the Cemetery gate post to be adjusted 
so that it would open wide enough for pushchair/wheelchair access.  Completed. 
98/21/22 PA to arrange for volunteers to build up flooded gates with soil/stones.  Ongoing.  
101/21/22 KV to circulate email from Mr Berry regarding flooding to his property to all 
Councillors.  Completed  

  Open Session 
PB declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open 
session for 10 minutes so that the public could place questions to the Council to 
be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing. 
A member of the public questioned why the vegetation cut from the banks on the    
A360 – Blounts Court to Potterne Wick had not been cleared.  PA apologised, he had 
worked in this area, with a team of volunteers, a couple of weeks ago and had yet to 
remove the vegetation.  PA would arrange for this to be cleared as soon as possible.   
 
A member of the public questioned the Speed Indicator Devices which were not 
working reliably.   SC confirmed that the suppliers would be visiting the site to consider 
how to make them more efficient.   The main problem seems to be that one is sited in a 
shady spot, meaning that the solar batteries are intermittent, the other had some water 
ingress, which has now been repaired. 
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There were no further comments from the public therefore PB closed the Open 
Session. 

109/21/22  Wiltshire Councillor’s Report – Tamara Reay, Devizes Rural West 
TR  Draft Climate Change Strategy was out for consultation, closing on 17th October.  
All present were asked to respond to the consultation, which covers Transport Waste 
Green Economy.   
Aligned to the Strategy, the Council is putting together a 10 year business plan covering 
four overarching objectives including resilient communities and sustainable 
environment.  
The Government has legislated for the sale of petrol and diesel cars to cease in 2030 
and there was a growing interest in other forms of vehicle, largely electric.   If you have 
off street parking there are government grants that cover a home charging station.   
There are currently two charging stations in the Station Road Car Park in Devizes and a 
proposal would be going to the Wiltshire Council Cabinet this week to install an 
additional two temporary chargers.  Focus would be on partnerships with Parish 
Councils to have chargers on their land. 

110/21/22  
. 
 

Steve Dewar, Wiltshire Youth for Christ, Team Leader & Rural Youth Worker 
SD  Explained how 2020 had impacted on youth work in Wiltshire.   The work followed 
Youth Agency guidelines, with a basis as a Christian organisation.  When lockdown hit, 
youth clubs closed overnight.   The challenge was to review the cuts to youth services 
following the outbreak of the pandemic. conversations and budgets did not happen.   
Youth Centres did not open again until September 2021.  Potterne students are split 
between two secondary schools and it would not have been the right thing to do to 
previously open the Youth Club.   Post-COVID, 1 in 4 Youth Clubs have not survived, 
funding, resources and staff have all suffered.   As a Christian organisation, two years 
on we are still here, struggling financially, fund-raising but throughout the whole of the 
pandemic we have continued to work.  Throughout 2020-21 we had 360 face to face 
mentoring sessions, 58 church groups sessions, via our pop up van.   We carried out 
targeted youth work with Police dealing with anti-social behavior.  Worked with Motiv8.   
Set up a model project – distributing model kits to youngsters to give them something to 
do.   We maintained social media, Facebook and websites for local children.   We are 
now searching for new youth workers.   Why do we do it?   Police feel that our services 
are important and very valuable.   Van can go to a hotspots to help with community 
cohersion.  Although we are challenged with budgets and logistics we will continue.   
Please support youth work, the volunteers and the Youth Workers, as it makes a big 
difference to our communities.      NP  Confirmed that the Potterne Youth Centre will 
open in October.  Youth Action Wiltshire will be training volunteers, Cllr Dean House 
being one of the volunteers who had already been trained.     Potterne Parish Council 
also run the Alan Mead Award, a donation left by an ex-Youth Club worker in Potterne.   
SD gave the Parish Council three booklets of interest: Survey of 400 Young People 
during Lockdown, “Time’s Running Out” from the National Youth Agency and “Young 
People in Rural Youth Services”.   Booklets are held by the Parish Clerk and available 
to all.  

111/21/22  
 
a. 
 
 
 
b. 
 
c. 
 
 

Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport (SC/CT) 
Wiltshire Council Action Table (Paper 1) 
Spreadsheet of current work required in Potterne, currently on the Wiltshire list, had 
been circulated to all Councillors and copied to Tamara Reay.  This work included  
Painting of Pedestrian Crossing; Cox Hill Drainage; Whistley Road Pothole, Pavement 
Clearance; Potterne Wick Drainage.   PB/TR to meet to discuss.      
Easement/No Parking Sign 56 Blounts Court.   
PB to speak to solicitor regarding Easement.   
Speed Indicator Devices – Height of Battery  
SC  Height of the batteries had been adjusted to 1.3 metres.  Company would visit site 
to look at issues with intermittent working of devices.    
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112/21/22  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. 
 
 
 
 
 
c.  

Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (NP/DH)  
Ryeleaze Field  - Banning of dogs 
It was agreed that dogs would not be banned from Ryeleaze as very few dogs used this 
area and fouling did not seem to be a problem.   
NP would arrange for “Please clean up after your dog” signs to be erected and KV 
would remind villagers in the Parish Magazine.  .   
DH questioned the plans for a park to be erected on Ryeleaze Field.  DH would bring 
historic plans to the next meeting so RR could look at appropriate funding streams.  
Grounds Maintenance 
KV met with Mark Goddard who was working to get up to date with grass cutting timetable.   
KV asked Mark Goddard to quote for winter cutting back in Ryeleaze/Blounts Court and 
the Cemetery.  KV also met with alternative contractors from Devizes Town Council who 
would provide an additional quote for the work as well as a 2nd quote for the 2022/2023 
Grounds Maintenance Contract. 
Consideration as to whether a regular handyman should be employed.   
Should Potterne Parish Council employ a handyman?  Deferred to November Meeting. 

113/21/22  
a. 
 
b. 

Community and Learning (CC/NP/KC) 
School Sub- Committee 
No update.   
Cemetery Sub-Committee 
CC was awaiting quotes for the knocking down of the shelter  and the building of the 
gazebo. 

114/21/22  
a. 
 
 
 
b. 

Footpaths & Cycleways (PA/DH) 
PA  Sunday volunteers are gradually gaining momentum having tackled a number of  
footpaths.   One of the parishioners raised the point that the 2nd kissing gate is still in the 
field.  The owners of the field will take the gate iniside, it was expected that it will be 
installed on their land in due course.     
Tree at Blackberry Lane (PA)    
PA  Following advice it was agreed that a Hawthorne (Puny Folia) would be planted.   
PA would approach Aster for funding.   

115/21/22  
a. 

Grant Applications (RR) 
RR asked for a view of what is required in the village to the sum of £5000 and then 
should would approach the Area Board seeking a Grant.    
RR  It was important to ascertain whether Potterne Parish Council were looking for one 
big redevelopment for Ryeleaze Field or if the idea would be to breakdown the work into 
smaller chunks.   CC was aware that the quote for the MUGA had been approx. 
£20000.  This would be discussed, in detail at the December meeting.   

116/21/22  Residential Development (RHG/RC): 

21/01500/PNCOU 
Comments by 
13/10/2021 

APPEAL – Agricultural 
Buildings to the West of 
A360 Devizes Road 

Application under Class Q to  
determine if prior approval is required  
for a proposed change of use  
and conversion of an agricultural  
building to a residential dwelling.  

No Further Comments 

PL/2021/08334 
Comments by 
13/10/2021 

Brandon House, 1a 
Brownleaze Lane, 
Potterne, Devizes SN10 
5PA 

Dormer window to existing garage  
roof attic.  Single storey hall linking  
garage, utility and house.  Rear  
single storey garden room off  
breakfast room. 

No Objection 

PL/2021/08745 
Comments by 
27/10/2021 

1 Coxhill Lane, 
Potterne, Devizes, 
SN10 5PH 

Proposed replacement garage. 
 
 

No Objection 
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117/21/22  
 

Correspondence 
 None. 

118/21/22  Bank Signatories 
Approval was agreed for current Bank Signatories 
Lloyds Bank, Full access and authorities, two signatories needed on all transactions 
Currently: Peter Balls (Chairman), Nesta Pudney, Robert Hunt-Grubbe and  
Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk) 
No changes to be made 
Resolved: CC Proposed, DH Seconded and all agreed. 
National Savings: Full access and authorities, two signatories needed on all transactions 
Currently: Peter Balls (Chairman), Nesta Pudney, Robert Hunt-Grubbe and  
Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk) 
No changes to be made 
Resolved: CC Proposed, DH Seconded and all agreed 

119/21/22  Audit 2020-2021 Closure 
Notice of External Audit and Audit Certificate 2020-2021 from PFK Littlejohn Auditors 
had been circulated to all Councillors.   The documents have been published on the 
Website, as per compliance regulations  
Resolved: RR Proposed, NP Seconded and all agreed. 

120/21/22 a. Finance  
Accounts to be paid and transfer of sufficient funds to pay accounts:   
Resolved:  PA Proposed, RHG Seconded and all agreed that the following 
accounts be paid. 
 

Payable to       Net     VAT        Gross 

Karon Van Den Bergh Administration Costs 552.50  552.50 

Brian Wilks Repairs to Cemetery 
Gate; Painted Rails at 
Ryeleaze Crossing 

200.00  200.00 

PFK Littlejohn LLP Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return 
for year ended 31 
March 2021 

200.00 40.00 240.00 

Village Hall Hire 01/09/2021 18.00  18.00 

SSE Electricity 6.30 .31 6.61 

  976.80 40.31 1017.11 

Inter account transfer: 

Date:  06.10.2021   Amount: 1000.00 

121/21/22  Burial Fees Received 
None. 

122/21/22  
a. 
 
b. 

Items to be considered for the Agenda for the next Meeting. 
Replacement of railings outside the school.  Cost £200 x 24 pillars (RHG) = £5000. 
Look at an Devizes Area Board Grant.   
Short list of items for funding  

  Date of next meeting: 3rd November 2021, 7.30-9.00pm, Village Hall, Potterne   

  The Chairman closed the meeting at 20.38pm 

 


