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Minutes of the Meeting of Potterne Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 1st December 2021 

in Potterne Village Hall 
 

Present: Cllr Peter Balls (Chairman) (PB); Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP) (Vice-Chairman); 
Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA); Cllr Richard Clarke (RC); Cllr Dean House (DH); Cllr Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG); 
Cllr Rebecca Rudd (RR); Cllr Chris Twiney (CT) 
 
Apologies:  Cllr Carol Clifford (CC); Cllr Kerry Coleman (KC); Cllr Simon Church (SC);  
Tamara Reay, Councillor, Devizes Rural West (TR) 
 
Also present: Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk);  
 

142/21/22  Welcome and Apologies  
The Chairman welcomed Councillors and received apologies. 

142/21/22  Declaration of Members’ Interests  

143/21/22  Minutes of Meeting held on 3rd November 2021 and Minutes of the Extraordinary 
Meeting held on 15th November 2021:  
Resolved:   DH Proposed, RR Seconded and all agreed that the Minutes of 3rd 
November were an accurate record.   RR Proposed, PA Seconded and all agreed that 
the Minutes of 15th November were an accurate record. 

144/21/22 
 
 

 Action Tracker Update 
78/21/22 - KV to contact the Drains Team to arrange for the Drain Van to attend Cox 
Hill Lane urgently and, going forward, on a regular basis. Deadline for next site visit 
w/c 29th November 2021 was missed.   Awaiting confirmation for a date for the next 
visit. 
96/21/22 - PB would arrange for the war memorial to be cleaned.  January Meeting. 
111/21/22a - "Spreadsheet of current work required in Potterne on the Wiltshire list”  
This work included Cox Hill Drainage; Whistley Road Pothole, Pavement Clearance; 
Potterne Wick Drainage.   Work being monitored.   
111/21/22b - KV to speak to solicitor regarding easement. KV waiting to hear back from 
Solicitor.     
112/21/22a - NP would arrange for “Please clean up after your dog signs” to be erected 
at Ryeleaze. 
113/21/22 - Has CC received quotes for the knocking down of the shelter and the 
building of the gazebo in the Cemetery. 
114/21/22 - PA to purchase a Hawthorne Tree (Puny Folia) for Blackberry Lane. Aster 
had confirmed that they would finance and plant the tree in the New Year. 
Open Session November - A volunteer required to attend the Operational Flood 
Working Group.  PB attended the meeting last week. 
Open Session November - KV to contact Wiltshire Council to ask for warning signs for 
drivers approaching the pedestrian crossing to be erected.  This needs to be requested 
via CATG.  To be progressed by CT. 
128/21/22 - PB to contact John Mann regarding the SIDs.  Done SC to arrange to meet 
John Mann.    
129/21/22 - NP/KV to arrange for the "medium risk" work to be done in the Blounts 
Court Playground following the annual inspection Brian Wilks to do work needed once 
new swing seats and chains had been ordered (quotes to be taken). 
129/21/22 - Brian Wilks to be approached to replace the broken wooden post in the bus 
stop at Blackberry Lane.  Completed. 
131/21/22 - Wessex Water had been called to repair the damage they had caused to a 
gully in Whistley Road.   Report received from Wessex Water to confirm that the repairs 
had now been completed. Completed and thanked.   
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132/21/22 - Tamara Reay to speak to Wiltshire Council regarding replacement of safety 
barriers before settlement of Insurance Claim. 
132/21/22 - DH to bring Ryeleaze field plans to the December meeting so that RR could 
look at appropriate funding streams.   Completed.  
134/21/22 - PA to investigate the bridleway in Saddleback Lane with volunteers with a 
view to clearing it for walkers/riders.  Completed 
137/21/22 - Councillors to return any comments for the Police Survey to RHG by 
Sunday, 11th November.  Completed. 

  Open Session 
PB declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open 
session for 10 minutes so that the public could place questions to the Council to 
be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing. 
Resident – Homes Flooded on 31 October 2021:  When the team came to clear up 
following the flood, residents were told that the drains under the High Street will still be 
blocked with the silt and debris as the equipment currently being used was not sufficient 
to clear it.  The conclusion was that flooding would continue to be an issue, with a 
repeat as soon as we have the next storm.   Information was received that a company 
called “On Site” would be able to clear out the drains.   The engineer attending also 
voiced concerns about the state of the pipe. 
PB: Would contact Wiltshire Council to ask about “On Site” and to highlight the fact that 
the Gully Team is scheduled to visit the village this week which doesn’t seem to have 
taken place.  
PB: Confirmed that he had attended the Operational Flood Support Group.  The 
outcome of the meeting was the Potterne needed a Flood Plan, support for this would 
be required, the areas of concern need to be clearly marked, along with the blocked 
gullies.     
Resident: Was aware that Wiltshire Council held a Flood Asset Risk Map on their 
website, and, having accessed it could see the Potterne was not marked. The map 
highlights the infrastructure.   
PB:  Noted that there had been a site meeting, yesterday, with Wiltshire Council, 
Natural England and the Environmental Agency when all parties spent 2.5 hours 
walking round the village to look at the affected areas.  It was ascertained that the 
problem is the removal of the silt.  PB:  Residents were now looking to Wiltshire Council 
for compensation, pointing out that this was not a Parish Council matter.        
PA: Felt that the landowners had responsibility for the water and soil pouring from their 
land, causing pollution.   
RC:  Requested that a letter be given to the residents affected by the flood, from 
Wiltshire Council, once work had been completed to confirm that the problem had been 
solved so that residents do not have problems when trying to sell their properties in the 
future.  This could be a potential legal liability issue for Wiltshire Council.   
RR:  Pointed out that there had been no flooding in the village for the 5 years prior to 
2021, in recent months there had been three major floods.  It was important to ascertain 
whether this was a coincidence or find the route of what had changed.  PB felt that 
Natural England and the Environment Agency may throw light on the bigger picture.    
 
DH had heard that The George Public House will be closed on 31st December.  No new 
tenancy was in place.   There was a danger of losing Potterne’s only pub.   It was 
possible that a manager may be appointed.   RC:  Would telephone Wadworths to find 
out more information and circulate their response to Councillors.   
There were no further comments from the public therefore PB closed the Open 
Session 

145/21/22  Wiltshire Councillor’s Report – Tamara Reay, Devizes Rural West 
TR had sent apologies and the following update: 
Since the last Parish Council meeting there has been considerable focus on the 
flooding issues at Wiltshire Council.  Thank you to PB, other Parish Council members 
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and residents for your hard work and tenacity.   Yesterday, Wiltshire Council’s Flooding 
Lead Officer visited the Coxhill Lane area with a rep from Natural England, 
accompanied by a resident, Jack Moss, to assess the landscape and land management 
issues.   A report will follow which will form the basis for the plan.   As your Wiltshire 
Councillor I am committed to driving this through and securing funding where 
necessary.     
Alongside this, I am pleased that a Flood Management Plan will now be developed by 
the Parish Council and this will be a valuable asset in maintaining traction at Wiltshire 
Council.   I do think that there is an opportunity to enhance local communication 
cascade at times of emergency (and for good news) and I would like to suggest that this 
is progressed.  I administer a very successful (and simple) “Neighbours WhatsApp” in 
my own village and I would be very happy to help set one up in Potterne.  

146/21/22  Fixed Asset Register 
Fixed Asset Register was updated to include newly installed Village Gates. 
Resolved: NP Proposed, PA Seconded and all agreed that the Fixed Asset Register 
was a true and honest record.   

147/21/22  
a. 
 
b. 
 
 
 
 
c. 

Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport (SC/CT) 
Speed Indicator Devices 
Consideration at next meeting.   
Wiltshire Council Action Table (as at 24.11.21) (Paper 1) 
PB was aware that TR was planning to speak to the relevant parties at Wiltshire Council 
as waiting for an insurance claim decision was not appropriate.   Wiltshire Council may 
prefer to fit a crash barrier.   KV to speak to Tilshead to find out who funded the black 
bollard railings by the stream.     
Village Gates 
Agreement received from Wiltshire Council that the Northern Gate will be moved at no 
cost to the Parish Council. 

148/21/22  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 

Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (NP/DH)  
DH produced a quote for the MUGA and other play facilities in Ryeleaze Field at 
£201,613.09.   
RR would like to revisit the plan so that it can be looked at again.  Going forward a dual 
approach for funding, looking at small pots for incremental development, alongside a 
big fund.  A sub-committee would be formed to look at this in more detail.  RHG would 
email the paperwork generated when the original updating project at Ryeleaze was first 
work on, to RR, as a starting point.   

149/21/22  
a. 
 
b. 

Community and Learning (CC/NP/KC) 
School Sub- Committee 
No discussion. 
Cemetery Sub-Committee 
No discussion.  
CC to be asked to provide a Report at the January meeting, if absent, in writing.  

150/21/22 a. 
 
 

Footpaths & Cycleways (PA/DH) 
PA The footpath above Saddleback Lane has now been cleared.   The tree at the top 
will be cleared by RHG.   

151/21/22  
a. 
 
 
 

Grant Applications (RR) 
Projects for 2022-2023 including list of items for funding required.  
Councillors to return to the January meeting with a list of ideas for projects, both short 
and long term.   
Possible projects to be included are: 
Ryeleaze Field  
SIDs 
War Memorial Renovation 
Church Corner (enhance the barrier) 
Footpaths – project improving incrementally 
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Cemetery – refuge hut and improvements 
Update of the Neighbourhood Plan 

152/21/22  Residential Development (RHG/RC): 

PL/2021/10009 
(Comments by 
02/12/2021 

6 Whistley Road, 
Potterne, SN10 
5QX 

Single storey rear extension. 

No Objection 

PL/2021/10107 
(Comments by 
02/12/2021) 

Box Cottage, 34 
Whistley Road, 
Potterne, SN10 
5QY 

Listed Building Consent – Repairs to  
the interior fabric of the cottage. 

No Objection 

PL/2021/10353 
(Comments by 
15/12/21) 

The Squirrels, 
Blounts Court, 
Potterne, Devizes, 
Wiltshire, SN10 
5QF 

Demolition of existing roofs and  
replacement with 2 new roofs at a new  
steeper pitch to accommodate rooms in the new attic 
spaces plus internal alterations &  
associated alternations to elevations at  
ground floor. 

No Objection 
This planning application seeks to add a significantly steeper and taller roof  
to the existing bungalow. 
History 
The Squirrels was bought by a developer from Aberdeen who intended to  
replace it with two houses. After clearing the site of valuable mature shrubs  
and trees he was granted planning consent for one house with a considerably  
higher roofline to replace the bungalow and in the same place. Local objections  
to the higher roofline were not supported by the planning officer who looked  
carefully at relative heights of the eaves and roofs of neighbouring properties. 
That house was never built.  This application from a new owner seeks to raise  
the roof of the existing bungalow, mainly by increasing its pitch, and make  
internal changes.  The new roofline will not be dissimilar to that which has  
been approved and measurements from the drawings suggest that it will be 
approximately one metre lower.  The neighbour has no objection to the  
roof height and is happy with the plans.   
PL/2021/10920 
(Comments by 
22/12/21) 

Underwood, 
Saddleback Lane, 
Potterne SN10 
5QP 

Single-storey front extension, changes to  
fenestration on existing bungalow. 

No Objection 

  

153/21/22  
a. 
 
 
b. 
 

Correspondence 
Nick Stokes, Trustee and Board Director, Charity, Campaign to Protect Rural England, 
Wiltshire – Neighbourhood Plan query – dealt with by RHG. 
RHG discussed the usefulness of having a Neighbourhood Plan in place.  
Rion Hayward – Dangerous turning from A360 to Whistley Road, Could mirrors be 
erected for drivers turning right? 
PB agreed that mirrors would help make this dangerous turning safer but questioned 
where the mirror would be placed as it was unlikely that a resident would want it erected 
on their wall. It was agreed that this was a request for CATG to consider.  RHG 
questioned whether the mirror would be a distraction to drivers, who would be looking at 
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the mirror rather than the road.  RR thought that the problem was that lorries were on 
the wrong side of the road going round the corner before they realised the problem.  
 
RR Left the meeting. 

154/21/22  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
b. 
 
 
 
c. 
 
 
d. 
 

Finance  
Funding Requests 
Devizes & District LINK (PAPER 3) 
Resolved: NP Proposed, PA Seconded and all agreed that £100 would be donated to 
the Devizes & District LINK.    NP would arrange for an advertisement for help be 
placed in the Parish Magazine. 
The Potterne Charities, two trees at the allotment site in Potterne Wick 
Resolved: RC Proposed, PA Seconded and all agreed that £195 would be donated to 
The Potterne Charities for work required on the trees at the allotment site in Potterne 
Wick.     
Budget Precept 
Resolved: RC Proposed, NP Seconded and all agreed that the 2022/23 Precept would 
remain unchanged from 2021/2022 and the Budget (Paper 4) was correct.   
Accounts to be paid and transfer of sufficient funds to pay accounts:   
Resolved:  RC Proposed, DH Seconded and all agreed that the following accounts 
be paid: 
 

Payable to       Net     VAT        Gross 

Karon Van Den Bergh Administration Costs 552.50  552.50 

Alphaprint.me Maintenance for Parish 
Council Laptop 

54.50  54.50 

Village Hall Hire 03/11/2021 18.00  18.00 

Brian Wilks Repairs to Cemetery 
Gate, painted rail at 
Ryeleaze and 
replacement of broken 
post at bus stop 

210.00  210.00 

SSE Electricity 6.16 .30 6.46 

  841.16 .30 841.46 

Inter account transfer:     

Date: 13.11.2021 (agreed by email) Amount: £500.00  

Date: 02.12.2021  Amount £1000.00  

 

155/21/22  Burial Fees Received 
None. 

156/21/22  
 

Items to be considered for the Agenda for the next Meeting. 
Projects 

  Date of next meeting: 5th January 2022 7.30-9.00pm, Village Hall, Potterne   

  The Chairman closed the meeting at 20.40pm 

 


